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There is something about a closet 
that makes a skeleton terribly 
restless. 


Wilson Mizner 


Jim Pomeroy cringes whenever I 
show up around the pits. That’s 
when he first sees me. Then he 
clings to my every word like mashed 
potatoes. I could use his 
attentiveness for a coffee table, it’s 
that solid. Bystanders observing his 
behavior assume we are either 
lifelong buddies or I'm blackmailing 
him for some youthful indiscretion. 
Why else would he have already 
revealed to me the meaning of life, 
how to turn anything into gold and 
the location of the fountain of 
youth? Because I'm such a nice guy? 
Or because he's afraid I'll reveal 
what PW means. No, I wouldn't 
reveal what PW means even if Bob 
Hannah will. That's not why Jim 
cringes. It's something else that has 
him worried. Really worried. 

Brad Lackey is very courteous. 
He even sent me a copy of his secret 
exercise program. Апа that was 
before he ever found out. Now 
there's another reason why he's so 
obliging. It all has to do with job 
security. 

Martin Lampkin, because he's an 
ocean away, can attempt some 
subtle persuasion. He sends me little 
notes and asks if I’m coming over 
for the Scottish Six Days this spring. 
Then he reminds me how miserable 
the weather was last year when he 
won and how the Bagpipers 
Almanac is predicting a monsoon 
the first week in May. He even tells 
me that the Loch Ness monster has 
taken to land and is reportedly 
eating reporters. And, to top it off, 
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he encloses some fantastic travel 
brochures for Australia and New 
Zealand and Tahiti. And a little 
note: I know this fellow who can set 
the whole trip up for you half-price, 
but hurry, the offer expires May 10. 
Tactful, yes, but I can see through 
it. 

It’s been like that lately. I served 
as Malcolm Smith’s marshal at the 
recent International Motorcycle 
Olympiad. That’s when I let it slip. 
My secret. Did you notice that 
Malcolm, that very weekend, 
announced he was retiring? 

Why do you think Kenny Roberts 
is going road racing in Europe in 
"I8? Oh, sure, Yamaha issued some 
cover-up story about pulling out of 
dirt tracking, but they were just 
allowing their ace a chance to save 
face. And every once in a while 
Gene Romero and Jimmy Ellis start 
talking about racing cars. They’re 
just keeping their options open. The 
word gets around. It spreads like 
Smuckers. 

Any day now I expect an 
announcement that Bob Hannah 
will be heading up Yamaha's 
bicycle motocross program now that 
he plans to retire from active 
racing. 

Roger DeCoster is contemplating 
settling down in Santa Barbara and 
opening a small beach front sandal 
shop. Real Belgian leather. Quality 
stuff. 

Dick Burleson has his smoke 
screen out. His optometrist is 
spreading rumors. Dick just keeps 
polishing the gas tank on his Husky 
and saying things like: You know, 
four championships is a pretty good 
run, especially now that I can't see 
the checkpoints anymore. Guess it's 
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time to pack it in. 

The gang here seem to sense 
what's up. Zeal calls me sir and 
offers to clean my air filters. George 
keeps promising to set up a ride on 
the Goodyear blimp. Bruce stops by 
in the evening, brings warm milk 
and reads his poetry to me. I like 
the one about abuse best. Wild Bill 
says it's pointless for him to get out 
of his body cast. I just tell him there 
are still other worlds to conquer. I 
have no interest in the men's 
cologne market. It's his. Bernie has 
already told Bultaco: it's him or me. 
They're still trying to make up their 
mind. 

Actually, it hasn't been easy all 
these years. Hiding in the closet. 
Back in the old days I'd always let 
Chet get the holeshot and stay in 
front until utter exhaustion overtook 
him. Then I'd just sort of slip by. 
Usually took about five laps, by his 
own count. Then there were those 
ISDT Qualifiers. I told everyone 
bronze is my favorite color. I 
alibied that I was confused. Weren't 
you supposed to race the loop and 
relax in the special tests? Isn't that 
why they're special? What a clever 
ploy. And the fools, they believed 
me. 

Then there was the year I 
dropped 360 points at the Red 
Garter National Enduro. I told 
everybody I had a flat and got lost 
— that it was an obvious 
communist plot, putting checkpoint 
six in there before checkpoint three. 

What about that national trial 
where I kept my tally well under 
300. Well, it was a two-day. I 
blamed it on my crutches. Marland 
Whaley didn't care. Then. He just 
asked if I was done with my french 
fries and would I pass my plate 
over. 

But, finally, I've had enough. I'm 
coming out of the closet. From now - 
on the world is going to see the real 
me. The world's greatest dirt biker. 
And curve balling right-hander, but 
that's another story. That's why all 
those aforementioned aces are 
shaking in their boots. I'm going to 
be merciless. А year from now 
they'll be naming babies, buildings, 
candy bars and bikes after me. 
Watch out, world. 

Ohhhh, noooo. Is it Monday 
morning already? Hmmmm. 
Wonder why my right wrist feels so 
wasted. Must have been racing in 
my sleep again. Wonder how I did. @ 
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It looks like Mr. Plastic has done 
it again. Watch for a new product 
from Preston Petty called No-Dive. 
It could prove to be a breakthrough 
for long-travel handling. Carl 
Cranke has been working on the 
development. Basically, it's a 
floating front brake setup. It's 
already being used on the Trans-Am 
by several riders. Brad Lackey used 
it at Unadilla and told us he likes it. 
No-Dive prevents front suspension 
travel from being used up by hard 
braking. As a result the rider doesn't 
have to tackle the bumps in corners 
with little front suspension 
available. We'll have more on 
No-Dive soon. 


Rundown on Big Brother and the 
two-stroke. Bikes manufactured 
after January 1, 1978, will be 
limited to from five to 14 grams of 
hydrocarbon emissions under EPA 
regulations. Off-road bikes are 
exempt from this requirement. The 
emission controls will not be 
applied to bikes manufactured 
before that date. After 1980 a 
five-gram limit will apply to all new 
motorcycles. That will probably 
limit future two-strokes to 175cc 
unless the regulations are modified 
or there's a technological 
breakthrough. California has passed 
a limit of one gram per kilometer 
emission standard to take effect in 
1982 which will affect all 
two-strokes and many four-strokes, 
unless it is amended. 


World champion Gaston Rahier 
had to bow out of the Trans-AMA 
series after rupturing a kidney in a 
crash during a Belgian national 
event. 


Honda announced in September 
that they plan to build an assembly 
plant for motorcycles and possibly 


autos in Ohio. It is estimated that 
the plant would employ 300 to 500 
and assemble 3000 to 5000 
motorcycles per month from parts 
made in Japan. 


We've heard of slowing an 
infield, but changing an entire 
motocross track? It happened in 
Finland, according to a Roger 
DeCoster interview published 
overseas. It seems Heikki was slow 
in practice, so the earth-moving 
equipment was called out Saturday 
night and the layout of the course 
was changed for Sunday's GP. 


A rider development program is 
under way in Sweden by that 
nation's sanctioning body, the 
Swedish Federation. 

Money will be raised by a 
national lottery to help young 
Swedish motocrossers. The goal of 
the fund-raising is to develop a 
Team Sweden motocross pool of 40 
riders under age 26 for training and 
foreign riding experience. The 
riders will be chosen by voting 
among 78 clubs in Sweden. 

The plan was conceived by 
Roland Arrehn of Husqvarna, but 
the factory has no direct 
involvement in the plan. All riders 
chosen will be free to ride the bike 
of their choosing. 

Sounds like a neat idea. Perhaps 
the AMA could get involved in a 
similar program that would give 
promising young privateers a shot at 
some national racing experience. 


Bengt Aberg has signed to ride 
the Hallman-Eneqvist-Lundin 500 
Yamaha for the ’78 GP series. 
Aberg's win at Luxembourg this 
year was the first by a thumper in 
about seven years. 

Hedlunds in Sweden is working 
on a four-valve head for the bike. 


Another change is a lighter (by 
almost two pounds) four-speed 
gearbox. Hallman-Eneqyist will 
continue as sponsors, receiving some 
help and special parts from Yamaha 
of Japan. 


It will be proposed at the autumn 
FIM meeting that the ISDT be 
given world championship status, 
treating each of the six days as an 
individual event to determine the 
nine displacement championships. 
Only World Trophy and Silver Vase 
team riders would be eligible. 
Currently there is a European Two 
Day Enduro championship series 
held in various countries that is 
hopeful of achieving world status, 
unless the ISDT proposal wins out. 
Another proposal would permit tire 
changes at any checkpoint along the 
route. 


Miscellaneous ISDT statistics. 
Out of 313 starters just 94 finished. 
There were 40 Golds, 29 Silvers and 
25 Bronzes. One of the six 50cc 
bikes earned a Gold. Most popular 
mount was KTM with 65 starters. 
Add 16 Pentons for a total of 81 
entries upon the Austrian machine. 
Next most popular was the Jawa 
with 42 starters. Husqvarna and 
SMW (an Italian bike) had 19 
entries each. Penton was next with 
those 16 riders. Finishing record for 
several of the brands: KTM — 15 of 
65, Jawa — 20 of 42, Zundapp — 6 
of 8, DKW — 5 of 8, Ogar 
(Czechoslovakia) — 8 of 10, Simson 
(East Germany) — 6 of 8, Penton 
— 6 of 16, Husqvarna — 2 of 19, 
Hercules — 2 of 13, Yamaha — 1 of 
10, Suzuki — 0 for 8. There were 
28 different brands of bikes entered. 


Jay Springsteen's win at 
Louisville gave Harley-Davidson the 
1977 AMA Manufacturer Class C 
Trophy. Yamaha had won the four 
preceding years. 


Jimmy Ellis has signed with 
Intercontinental Lubricants 
Corporation (Spectro) and will 
assist in the development of new 
lubricants. © 
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FLOATING VS. SINKING? 
When you have a full-floating 

brake, should the stay arm be 
parallel to the swingarm for the best 
results? I notice Suzuki's team runs 
them this way. Is it legal to run a 
titanium axle in AMA competition? 
Would a smaller back wheel work 
well for motocross? With a small 
rear wheel, one would be able to 
have lots of suspension travel and 
still have a low seat height. 

Terry Davenport 

Victor, Montana 


Yes, the stay bar must be parallel 
for proper operation of a floating 
backing plate. Titanium axles are 
banned in AMA competition. Smaller 
rear wheels (17-inch) are proving to 
be useful at some race courses, and 
they do allow more room for added 
travel. 


HUSKY HINTS 
I am a very concerned reader of 
your great magazine. I own а '73 
Husky 250CR and would like some 
information on improving my low- 
end or mid-range powerband. Thank 
you. 
Ken Syms 
Tacoma, Washington 


If your Husky is still standard, you 
could improve its low-speed 
performance by installing a Mikuni 
carb conversion. Kits are available 
from Malcolm Smith, or you might 
possibly try a Lectron carb conversion 
from Hi-Point. Both kits yield much 
more stable low-speed performance. 


AIR BORN 
I own a’76 Kawasaki KE100. My 
problem is my front forks; they just 
don’t hold up. Could I drill and tap 
the caps and make my own air forks, 
since no one makes a kit for my 
bike? If so, how do I know how much 
air and oil to put in? Also, is there 
anything I can do to lighten my 
bike? What about lightening my 
flywheel, would it give me more 
revs? How about a CDI ignition? 
Also, would a chain tensioner be a 
worthwhile investment? 
Ken Schiff 
Oyster Bay, New York 


Yes, you can make your own air 
forks. Valve stems with a male %-inch 
pipe thread on the end are available 
at most auto parts stores. Drill and 
tap a hole in your fork cap and screw 
in the valve stem (use a thread sealer 
such as Teflon pipe tape). You will 
have to experiment with oil/air 
ratios, but for starters you could try 
five inches of air space (compress 
forks completely and fill with oil to 
five inches from top of tube) and 26 to 
28 pounds of алт. 

Lightening the flywheel will not 
increase revs, only the speed at which 
the rpm are achieved. If available, 
CDI ignition and a chain tensioner 
would both be worthwhile investments. 


IT’S ALL RELATIVE 
I am 16 and am the proud owner 
of a’76 KTM 250 MC5. When I 
bought the bike the forks 
(Marzocchi) were too soft and they 
were sagged out, so my dealer 
changed the oil to Bel Ray ten- 
weight fork fluid and they were still 
the same. Next, I had him change 
the springs to the next size stiffer, 
but when I got it back they still felt 
the same. When I ride my bike I am 
always sitting down. People tellme 
that is because the handlebars are 
too low for how tall I am. So, I am 
asking you (the expert) if you could 
solve my problem. Also, my Mom as 
you knew her was Susie McDowell, 
and she says that you were the first 
boy she ever kissed. She remembers 
you well. My Dad was Allan Kent, 
and he lived across the street from 
Mollie Ashen. My uncle was Bradley 
McDowell and he says that you 
would probably send me some free 
fenders and grips. Is that true? 
DIRT BIKE is the only magazine 
that I subscribe to and ever read. I 
hope very much that you will read 
and answer my letter. 
Allen Kent 
San Pedro, California 


Marzocchi fork springs are 
notorious for sacking out during the 
pre-delivery set-up, but all s not lost! 
After checking with many Marzocchi 
fork owners, the best fix is the Fox 
Shox air/spring conversion kit with 


Bel-Ray LT-100 fluid. This 
conversion makes a great front fork 
even better. As far as your handlebar 
problem goes, the KTM bars seem 
adequate for riders up to six feet. 
How tall are you? As for free fenders, 
ask your mamma for free fenders. 


STRIPPED PLASTIC 
What is the clear plastic strip on 
Marty Smith's bike on the cover of 
your January issue? I think it is to 
stop the front brake cable from 
hooking on over the forks, which is a 
sure way of endoing. One other 
question, do you know of a good way 
of giving a’75 CR125 Honda more 
low-end grunt? I am a faithful buyer 
of your magazine, so please print 
this or I'll start reading Easyriders 
instead. 
Brad Gustafson 
Galesburg, Illinois 


You're right! That clear plastic giz 
does exactly that. It’s needed 
nowadays due to the long-travel forks 
(the brake cable also has to be long- 
travel). I have seen them becoming 
available as accessories (from J.T., I 
believe), and yes, they are a great 
idea. Now, low end for your CR. 
Choose from the following: trade for 
larger engine, nitro for gas tank, 
lower overall gearing. 


AMAL NIGHTRATE 
I have а "75 250cc Pursang. It has 
been blueprinted, and has had the 
head shaved, cranked stuffed and 
pipe modified with a stinger. It runs 
well except for its starting and 
loading-up characteristics — a pain 
in Ше... I have the stock square 
Amal carb and jets: pilot 35, needle 
109, main 370, choke 35, the needle 
in the middle. It’s difficult to start, 
especially when it’s cold, but even 
after its warmed up for some time. 
Plug is a champion NY3. Color is 
good, and when it won’t start it may 
or may not be wet; it’s inconsistent. 
Do you have any suggestions about 
my present carb situation? Would 
the Lectron carb solve all my 
problems about starting and loading 
up? The Penton dealer here said they 
are replacing all the Bings with the 
Lectron. He says many of the 
Bultaco flattrackers are using them 
with success. 
Steve Wohrle 
Austin, Texas 


Amals have a habit of wearing out 
the needle jet. Replace it with a new 
one of the same size. At the same time, 
check the float needle for wear and 
reset the float level (it sounds too 
high). The Lectron carb does seem to 
resist loading up due to the nature of 
its fuel flow system. © 
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NM d RM250/370'9”.. $59:95 |... $39.95 | YAMAHA HONDA " S od 
RM250C 10” .. $59.95 | Colors: Red, Yellow, | TT500 '76 Hi. . $49.95 125/74. 5 " 
WORKSISIDE PEATES PE250 8” .... $59.95 | White, Blue, Silver & | TT500'77 Hi .. $49.95 | CR125ʻ75. . . . $59.95 
Transparent White РЕ250 9” .....$59.95 | Orange. Includes caps, | XT500 All Hi. . $49.95 | CR125 '76/'77 . $59.95 
Factory Replicas YAMAHA petcocks & 1 year war- | XT/TT50O Spark arrestor | SUZUKI 
(Order right, left or both) | yzgop4”.... $29.95 antee. RM80....... $59.95 
HONDA a УОС See ЭБИИ ls (у СЕО MOOR е и 
YR ZB AST $9.95 | YZ80D 5".... $29.95 | жуму |. x [DD —|RM1008..... 
CR125 76-77... . $9.95 | YZ125C/X 8". . $59.95 | — ewe FIS | ^ wA lu | MI25...... 
SUZUKI Ү21250 9"... $59.95 | UP- TITE i RM125A..... $59.95 
RMSOAIl..... $9.95 | Y2125D 10" . . $59.95 | CHAIN TENSIONORS RM125B..... $59.95 
RM100 AI. .... $9.95 | YZ250/400C 8". $59.95 T uM 7 | RM250A..... : 
RM125 All... . . $9.95 | 1T250/400 10" . $59.95 | хдув....... $21.95 - RM250B..... $69.96 
RM250/370 All. . $9.95 | |T/250/400 '76 87$59.95 | CR125...... $21.95 | FORK AIR CAPS YAMAHA 
YAMAHA ТТ/ХТ500 '76 87.$59.95 | CR125 (520) .. $21.95 | For "Air-Spring" YZ80 C-D.... $59.95 
Y280 Al зыш» $9.95 | ТТ/ХТ500 '77 8'.$59.95 | CR250...... S2155 eee DM NZNO 9 ers $59.95 
YZ125D All... . $9.95 M = XL250/350 ... $21.95 HONDA МАЛОО л S $59.95 
YZ250/400D All . $9.95 2780 SUZU s2195 | BIS: aus $u E 95 
1T250/400..... $955 |. "pe tene RME x eos А CR125, MR175, 73-74 | 121250... .. z 
A SS RM100/125 E E $14.95 | YZ250B-C.... $69.95 


California Residents Add 6% Tax. All Orders Must Include $3.00 For Shipping (Except Catalog) 
"Complete All Information Below, So The Trix You've Checked Above Are Properly Selected” 


MAKE M/C MODEL YEAR 


Gift Description CARB & SIZE 


RM125B..... $21.95 | CR125, MR175 75 FIBER REED 
RM250/370 All. $21.95 | .......... $11.95 | PEDALS И) 
oh YAMAHA CR125, 76/77. . $11.95 | Increases Torque 
rs He 4 ALLOY WORKS ARMS | үгво all..... $21.95 | CR250/MT250 73-74 SUZUK 
Е ПЕВ BROC GLOVER ү2100/125 All. $21.95 | .......... $14.95 | RM100—370. .. . $3.95 
Mini Size... . .. $6.95 | ENDORCED MX250,360,400. $21.95 | CR250/MR250 76-77 YAMAHA 
Reg. Ѕїге. ..... $8.95 | ҮАМАНА Y2250/A00D.. 4 $21/95 | a a5 $ rd $11.95 | vz100—400. .. . $7.95 
YZ80C/D . ee KAWASAKI XL250/350 All . $14.95 | SOLD 
MINI AIR MA a g" "ipee КОБА. $21.95 | XL125/175 ... $14.95 
BOXES а p ‚79159-95 | &X250/400... $21.95 | SUZUKI 
Increase Я! TT/XT500 ‘AN. "$144.50 HUSKY BMBO. „ыз? $11.95 i 
sro E 5 ee s GP125,175. .. . $21.95 | RM100, TM100. $14.95 | Mini... . т... 
SUZUKI 250,390 auto .. $21.95 | RM125 All. . . . $14.95 | Dynamite Mx.. . З 
TONDA E ер ia rr CP250,390.... $21.95 | RM250/370 All. $14.95 | Regular... . . . $16.95 
EEG. вир ИВА леш ОРАК goon i Eod К утуо E 
SUZUKI RM125B.....$144.50 Y2125-A00C. . . $14.95 AL*BAKER Вар 
RMBOL 2. $24.95 | RM250/370A . .$144.50 | 520 meas 171752400 All. |” $14.95 pitis ан 
YAMAHA RM250/3708/C.$144.50 | CHAIN o П/ХТБ00 All .. $14.95 
ATE : KITS MX + Enduro All 71-75 
YZ80D ..... $24.95 | XR75....... $99.50! Киса MBA S c о 
CR125M2....$144.50| CR125 All. .. . $41.95 | KAWASAKI 
MR175 All... . $41.95 | KX250/400 . .. $14.95 
TSUBAKI оюсу SUZUKI я HUSKY е 
Racing гс RM125 '75.... $41.95 | Black forks All . $11. 
ROTO LEVERS | Chain = RM125 A/B . . . $41.95 | Grey forks All. . $11.95 F 
360° Flexability 90 to 114 links . $18.95 | YAMAHA MARZOCCHI Е 
oa iam $10.95 ea. | "specify pitch size” Y2125 С/Х .. . $43.95 | AI 35 MM.... $14.95 | CATALOG. .... 
Govers..< 5 «5. $1.95 ea. New 64 page book! 
LI ee —— ORDER NOW TO AVOID THE MAIL RUSHI— ——-——————-—————-— 
| MAIL ORDER TO: AL BAKER R&D / P.O. BOX 1492 / APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 92307 / (714) 247-2621 08178 | 
| Enclosed Is My О Cashiers Check (0 Money Order for $. (Total of Order) | 


DISPLACEMENT 


CHAIN SIZE 
E SS ee us J 


The most 
complete 
mail order 
catalog of 
accessories, 
clothing, 
performance 
equipment 
and replace- 
ment parts 
for all makes 
and models. 


T m pie 


515 N. Victory Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91502 


Please send me a FREE copy of the 1977-78 
MOTORCYCLISTS CATALOG. Enclosed is 
$1.00 to cover the cost of postage & handling. 


NAME (print) 
ADDRESS 


ZIP 
Please include $1.00 for postage & handling 
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NAME AGE 
STREET 

CITY STATE 

zip PHONE 


10 


RIDERS WRIT 


FAIR’S FAIR 
Please send me some stickers you 
make. Thank you. 


Michael Coyle 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 


Please send us some money you 
make. It's all spelled out in the Plus 
Products ad every month. Thank 
you . . . ed. 


IMPULSE POWER? 

Just discovered your magazine. 
Impulse power is nifty — maybe 
terminal? 

А long time ago I owned a 175cc 
NSU — most assuredly not a dirt 
bike. Our relationship was short — 
the bike became payment for past 
due rent and I've stayed with 
four-wheelers since. Until a week 
ago, that is, when I acquired а '76 
Yamaha 500 XT. Now what???? 

Impulse power — my Aquarian 
nature, I suppose. And there's 
nothing quite like trying to run 
before I've learned to crawl. My 
main interest will be survival; 
where's the dividing line between 
"fear" and "respect"? 

What's the point to this epistle, 
you ask? Good question — I'm not 
sure. I'd love to ask a couple of 
good questions, but I don't know 
enough to ask even one . . . pause 

. nope... nothing... 

If you have any answers to 
questions I'm not smart enough to 
ask, please let me know. ГЇЇ need all 
the help I can get. 

Craig Burgess 
Rochester, New York 


Could be the plug is whiskered, 
go in deeper and come out harder, 
avoid whoop-de-dos, wear a helmet 
and preserve nature, two up from 
the softest setting. Send us another 
letter and we'll be glad to send 
more answers. Hang in there 


. ed. 


WOOKIE REPELLENT 
In your October issue you had 
Darth Vader and a Husky 390 


pictured. I noticed on the left-hand 
grip something that resembled a 
rubber band. Was this a flaw in 
your photography or put there for 
people to wonder about? 
Suspicious 
No address 


PS: Could you please tell me what 
WFO means? Pretty please! 


That thing that looked like a 
rubber band actually is a synergistic 
pruselaser, designed to ward off 
unfriendly wookies. Chewbacca 


was an exception to the rule... ed. 
PS: No! 


BIGFOOTS UNITE 

In your October issue a Mr. 

Klimas asked for information for his 

size 16 feet. He should write West 

Coast Shoe Company, Scappose, 

Oregon 97056; (503) 543-7114. 

They manufacture tailor-made 
boots. 

Larry Buckley 

Visalia, California 


PICKY, PICKY, PICKY 

I wanted to point out an error 
made in the 125 U.S.G.P. article 
(October). Frank Stacy and Pat 
Richter were riding Moto-X Fox- 
prepared Suzukis (and loving it), 
not FMF. 

Also, I would like to say your 
October issue was great. The cover 
was worth the beer money — and 
then some. 

Dan Weeks 
Connersville, Indiana 


Yes, we admit our eyeballs seized 
up. At least that’s George’s excuse. 
How come you didn’t catch the 
messed-up captions in September's 
Last LapP And Brad pointed out 
that it’s Gerrit, not Roger, watching 
his reverse wheelie in the October 
Last Lap. When will our lapses 
endP Right now. We've declared 
January as national accuracey 


month . . . ed. o 


DIRT BIKE 


PRODUCTS, INC. 


Crossbar Pad SUZUK! 


PECIFY 8" OR 12" SIZE я 
87-9949 127-239 


i». Nylon Jerseys 


Fine quality U.S. 
made jersey. 100% 
nylon in bright 

team colors, with 
cycle name across 


No. 11 Yamaha 
No. 12 Honda 
No. 13 Suzuki 


Adult Sizes S-M-L-XL No. 14 Kawasaki 


Team Caps $44 


Durable heavy twill cap in 
brilliant team colors. One size 
fits all. No. 21 Yamaha 

No. 22 Honda 

No. 23 Suzuki 

No. 24 Kawasaki 


fits AH. 2pr/$5.49 4 pr./$9.99 


Cycle name and bands in team 


I 


colors. Heavy protective socks. 
No. 31 Yamaha Мо. 33 Suzuki 
No. 32 Honda No. 34 Kawasaki 


built for hard use. 


| | { | No. 60 5 Driver 
Team Emblems feo 


4x2’’ .99 еа. 11x4'' $1.99 = 
No. 81 Yamaha No. 91 Eun. suum 


No. 82 Honda No. 92 Honda 
No. 83 Suzuki No. 93 Suzuki 
No. 84 Kawasaki No. 94 Kawasaki 


FREE POSTAGE ON EMBLEMS коњ [Ge 


Utility Bag $49 ва. — = 


No. 65 Yamaha 
LJ 


NEW! Custom 


Durable simu- 
lated leather 
bag with inner 
safe-mounting N 
loop. 


No. 67 Suzuki 


No. 41 Yamaha No. 43 Suzuki 
No. 42 Honda No. 44 Kawasaki KAWASAKI 
No. 45 Ра eres 
=> Black 
MN а 
"Vented Duckhil 
/ ented UUCKDI 
; No. 48 Black 
A J) Fits all $249 ва. No. 49 Yellow 
204 helmets. * No. 50 White 


chest and on sleeves. 


ZS E Team Socks $29 pr. 


Complete with 4 bits 
in rugged metal box. 
A fine precision tool 


Vessel Impact Driver $999 


No. 68 Kawasaki 
о. 69 No Name 


-Q 5-Day Delivery Guaranteed 
Or Your Money Back! 


Personalized Team Jersey 
Д | Short or 


Long Sleeves 


Your name or other 
message on back of 
jersey, in 1 or 2 lines, 
10 letters and spaces 
b per line max. 8” num- 
* — ber (your choice) from 
( 0 to 99. Jerseys de- 
, scribed at left and 
« below. Use special 

| lines їп order blank. 
Li 


Adult Sizes S-M-L-XL 


Short 
Sleeve 


XT 1 
Long $1299 
Sleeve 

11Р Yam 13Р Suz 
12P Hon 14P Kaw 


Short Sleeve 
Nylon 
Jerseys 


Team Colors 


$599 ga. 


Top-quality U. S. 
made short-sleeve 
jersey. Big cycle- 
action picture on 
chest. Great value. 


$93 


76P Yam 78P Suz 
77P Hon 79P Kaw 


No. 76 Yamaha 
No. 77 Honda 
No. 78 Suzuki 
No. 79 Kawasaki 


Adult Sizes 
S-M-L-XL 


$10 OR MORE ORDER, we'll 
send you FREE one of our 
regular 99-cent Bungie Cords. 


$20 OR MORE ORDER, we'll 
send you FREE one of our 
regular $1.99 4-way Bungies. 


= 


Hex Gri 
$249 pr. ps 


Fine quality grips 


fit all handlebars. 


No. 38 Blue 
No. 39 Yellow 
No. 40 Black 


Chain Bracelet 
$25 ea. 


—_ 
Intercom $8% 
Sound-powered communication 
system for double riders. Makes 


Heavy chrome finish. 2-way conversation clear and easy 
No. 70 Boy's Bracelet at normal tones—at any speed. 


No. 80 Adult Bracelet No. 10 Intercom 


Bright team Colors. 
One size fits all. 
No. 51 Yamaha 

No. 52 Honda 

No. 53 Suzuki 

No. 54 Kawasaki 


Phone 205 / 585-3588 


— Chest Protector $8 each 


Inc. - 
P. 0. Box 455-01, Abbeville, AL 36310 
III IT II Fg ШЕШ ШЕШ ШЫЙ ШЕЙ ШЕЛ БИШ ШШ ШЕШ ШЕШ ШЕЙ ШЕШ (ШЕЙ ШЕШ НИШ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1| 1 ШИН 


Hi-Q Products, 


€09000000000009000000000000000 
$s HEAVY 
DENIM 
Team 
Name 


or Plain 
Tough, long - 
weaning E 
enim jacket, E 
stitched in red. | Kawasa! 
Snap-closing front 
and cuffs. Offered 3 ways: 
emblem on front pocket; 

emblem оп front pocket 

PLUS big 11" emblem on 


WG Ws 


а B (no emblem). Adult Sizes S-M-L-XL 
усе Name on Ul Yam 03 Suz 
Front Pocket $193 02 Hon — 04 Kaw 
Cycle Name 01B Yam 03B Si 
Front & Back $2199 02B Hon 04В Kaw 
Plain Denim Jacket $18% No. 05 
(No Cycle Name) Plain 


€6009000000000000000000000000 


iw ars Your Name 


CUSTOM PANTS 
ON HEAVY DENIM 


M/X Pants 
$2493 pr. 


Our top-quality heavy blue 
denims, as described just 
below. PERSONALIZED FOR 
YOU. Up to 10 letters on 
each side. Choice of 3 trim 
color combinations. Use space 
in coupon to order. 


Sizes: CHIL 


D 24-26 
ADULT 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
No. 56P Gold & White 
No. 57P Red & White 
No. 58P Green & White 


$18 nr 


Team Colors 


$1799 


Red, White, Blue 
Stripes, No Name 


Excellent quality, highly protective, smart styling. 
Cycle name in bold black letters on both sides. Striping 
in team colors. Removable hip and knee pads. Knee 
pockets will accomodate cups. No. 75 pants have no 
cycle name, are striped in vivid red, white and blue. 
Sizes: CHILD 24-26; ADULT 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
No. 71 Yamaha $18.99 No. 73 Suzuki $18.99 
No. 72 Honda $18.99 No. 74 Kawasaki $18.99 


No. 75 Red-White-Blue, No Name $17.99 


Unbreakable 
yor Lever Assembly 


Guaranteed unbreakable brake and clutch 9589 


lever set. Extra light weight. Fits all 
handlebars. Mounts without removing 
grips. Black. No. 35 Lever Assembly 


Print lettering here - P. O. Box 455-D1 [auan] NO. | DESCRIPTION | SIZE | 
for personalized items m Abbeville, AL 36310 
Г] PANTS [] SOCKS 
Lettered Socks B Lettered: Lettered: PRODUCTS, INC. Phone ааа 
€ WE GUARANTEE 5-DAY DELIVERY ог yo 
$399 pr 2 pr. [| money back if you send cash or 05 i ШЕ 
" $6.49 Credit Card. Custom-lettered items take one week 
NO CODs ON Ё extra. Checks take 2 weeks to clear our bank. 
CUSTOM SOCKS € А! Hi-Q merchandise FULLY GUARANTEED 
White 24" tub k against defects in materials and workmanship. 
теи Ахея with. un ^to ө Order $20 or more and we will shin FREE! Orders under $20 add S$1 shipping 
10 black 34" letters. pr Print lettering here for PERSONALIZED JERSEY. COD orders add $2 shipping 
Same lettering both 10 letters TO 
socks. Trim bands in 3 8 and spaces [] Cash enclosed TAL 
smart color combina- max. ea. line (J Ship COD; | enclose $2 deposit 
tions. Order in space | Г] M.0. [O MasterCharge 
at right. One size fits Ship Name... E 3 L] Check [] VISA (BankAmericard) 
ы 0: 
i pe rea в Address 
0. e lue Need more space? REDIT CARD NUMBE 
No. 97 Green & Gold Use separate sheet. City. State ZIP war Date e в А 


pem emn‏ کک 


Four Of These Bikes 
Are Going 


To First Prize Winners. 
Will You Be One Of Them? 


THE INTERNATIONAL SIX . . . PLUS a head to toe riding OTHER PRIZES THIS MONTH 
MONTHS TRIAL outfit from the manufacturer of the (listed in alphabetical order): 

Here's a chance to match moto wits riding jersey. And one of the lucky BATES gloves and riding belt 
with the DIRT BIKE staff, and, if luck bikes you choose AND Four First Prize BELL helmet 
and ability stay with you, to bike winners will also receive official D G PERFORMANCE jacket, sweat 
win . . . A FREE MOTORCYCLE DIRT BIKE leathers (made by Bill shirt and hat 
AND A COMPLETE SET OF RIDING Walters) and a DIRT BIKE enduro ELECTRO helmet 
GEAR! jacket (made by Griffin). FULL BORE Trophy boots 

If . . . you can successfully finish FOREIGN READERS. You can FULL HOUSE Tony D pro jersey 
all six monthly checkpoint contests to enter too. (Send entries via air mail.) SIMON SAYS YES Gold Belt and 
qualify, and, We will allow extra time for receipt of Spoiler visor 

If . . . you have the best score in foreign entries. SHOEI HELMET helmet 
the monthly Special Test tie-breakers, Each monthly contest quiz BILL WALTERS jersey (DIRT BIKE 
you could win one of the four Grand produces monthly prize winners or any brand) 
Prizes. too. 


Your choice from the current 


(Spring, 1978) models of these TH і S M ONTH © "= ‚Гог И ө 


bikes . . . HONDA CR250 — 
HONDA CR125 — KAWASAKI FIRST PRIZE Monthly first prizes of complete 
KD125 — KAWASAKI KE125 — riding gear outfits have been or will be 


SUZUKI PE250 — SUZUKI RM250 — JT RACING riding outfit of provided by TORSTEN HALLMAN 
SUZUKI RM125 — YAMAHA IT175 RACING, J T RACING, HI-POINT 
~ YAMAHA IT250 YAMAHA DOOtS, leathers, jersey, gloves З сот М SMITH RACING 


YZ125 — YAMAHA YZ250. and helmet. PRODUCTS 
1 CONTEST RULES I 
Ц Send your entry to: Checkpoint Three: RELIABILITY TRIAL I 
[| The entries for this race were all reliability trial | 
I DIRT BIKE CONTEST- D DT exparienon, They I 
included Carl Cranke, John Fero, two well 
| #3 mike КА known brothare ane the pariona enduro Two contests in one. The six [| 
champion. The riders swapped bikes so none А 
I P.O. Box 31 ^ were on the same brand they normally ride. monthly quizzes and the half a year I 
[| Encino, California 91316 From the following clues list the order of finish biggie. Nothing to buy. No [| 
1 FAILURE TO USE THE ABOVE 0 “2? ider, the brand bike he was on, and salesman will call. : 
1 ADDRESS WILL EXCLUDE 
1 YOUR ENTRY! 1 
[| 
I Don't forget to include your name and 1 
L| address on your answer sheet. 1 
| 
EERE PETS AL АЕ S NE E O ER CELA LELE EOS OCI NS nS N E ES a e CL | 
| [| 
І 1) The runner-up was on a Penton. 7) The sum of the five number plates equals 163. ; І 
[| 2) The number plate of the rider who finished just behind Cranke equalled the 8) The last place rider was on a Penton. He did not have a flat tire. 
[| number of the national enduro championships he has won. 9) Fero's number plate was exactly half of that of the rider on the KTM. || 
[| 3) One of the brothers was on the only bike not made in Europe. 10) The brand used by this year's Silver Vase team in the ISDT finished just I 
4) The winner's number plate equalled the number of ISDT events held to ahead of one of the Penton brand bikes. : i I 
I date, including this year. 11) The national enduro champion's bike finished first despite a flat tire. 
[| 5) The top American in the ISDT this year finished one place below his 12) The number plate of the rider on the Yamaha was half of the runner-up's. [| 
[| brother. 13) The Yamaha had the lowest number plate. [| 
I 6) The number plate of the rider who finished third equalled the last two 14) The Husky finished higher than the KTM. [| 
igi ear the runner-up was AMA motocross champion (to 15) Dick Burleson wears glasses. 
1 digits of the y p p p І 
American іп the Тгапѕ-АМА series). 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| SPECIAL TEST TIE BREAKERS [| 
[| 1) Tom Penton's score in the ISDT this year was L| 
|| 2) The only rider of the five to win a Reliability Trial National Championship [| 
this year was ___ I 
L| 3) Dick Burleson i finished in what place in the 1970 Trans-AMA 
[| series? I 
4) What well known motocrosser did Carl Cranke used to tune for? - 1 
i 5) Dick Burleson is how many national enduro championships behind Bill " 
Baird? 
А 6) Who was the top American in the 1976 ISDT?. [| 
| [| 
[| 
KZ c ы ИВЕ MEC. на а шй йрн й ЧАС УША Иш ша! Hacc тш иш жи кеиш ы ий пи ишин кишш шы Иш шш MO CN 


Giving dirty people a good time and the real 
lowdown is serious business at DIRT BIKE. 
Which is why our editors never smile until 
you're satisfied. 

From your front page seat in your favorite 
easy chair or most readily accessible Andy 
Gump, you thrill to drama, suspense and 
incredible slight-of-hand as your personal 
editors turn words, pictures and the inside 
poop into theatre. 

There's humor as bon mots fly. Intensity as 
our lads battle for survival in frozen wastes. 
Compassion as our correspondents cover 
сгоѕѕ-ирѕ. 

What other magazine gives you а show you 
can enjoy almost as much as the ride itself? 
Visit DIRT BIKE regularly, the economical way, 
for all the facts. And the fun of it. 


DIRT BIKE 
AccuRacey makes the difference 


DIRT BIK 
For The 


Fun Of It. 


ДИИ ДД 


MAGAZINE 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 
Canadian subscriptions add $1.00 per year for additional " 
postage and handling. Other foreign subscriptions add 
$2.00 per year. 
Send check or money order. 
Allow 6-8 weeks for subscription to begin 
O $9.00 — 12 issues 
О $17 — 24 issues 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 


ANOTHER WHILE 
AT THE MILE 


SAN | 
JOSE | 
IN 


THE 
FALL 


by Rik Paul 


Photos by Mark Kiel and Rik Paul 


It's that old "Do you know 


the way" time again 


PROLOGUE, including The Trek 

A "happening," according to my 
dog-eared Merriam-Webster paper- 
back dictionary, is “ап event . . . 
designed to evoke a spontaneous 
reaction to sensory, emotional, or 
spiritual stimuli." Hmmm. 

There are several events in the 
world of motorcycling which are 
commonly thought of as Happenings. 

And of the few that attain this 
status, far fewer can retain it on a 
semiannual basis. One that does do 
it, and with no compromise in 
quality, is the San Jose Mile. That's 
why its commonly referred to 
simply as "The Mile." San Jose is 
always one helluva race. 


September was growing gray, 
and time it was for the fall chapter 
of The Mile. Opting for the touring 
route, we borrowed a couple of 


bikes from sister Big Bike, and set 
ourselves neatly on the freeways 
with the sun rising in our rear-view 
mirrors. А fitting prelude to the 
magic of San Jose. 

It wasn't long before a yellow 
VW Beetle pulled up alongside 
matching our speed. We looked 
over and one of the three groggy- 
eyed guys inside held a Camel Pro 
sticker up to the window and 
pointed questioningly north. We 
nodded, and tucked ourselves down 
on the seat, left hand on the fork, in 
imitation of the mile racers. They 
laughed, gave the "OK" sign, and 
pulled away. 

Further on we passed a couple of 
Hare Krishna types along the 
shoulder of the highway, per- 
forming a morning ritual. They 
would walk a few paces, kneel in a 
praying position for a couple of 


Strategy conference in the 
Lawwill/Kidd pits. 


DIRT BIKE 


Princess Diane Cox was hindered by 
brake problems. 


JANUARY 1978 


seconds, then slowly rise and walk 
another few steps. It's nice that they 
pay their respects, we thought, but 
theyll never make the race at that 
rate. 

Finally, as San Jose signs began 
popping up, the lulling of too many 
hours in the saddle began to give 
way again to anticipation and the 
eagerness of “mile fever.” And, after 
a discouraging tour through San 
Jose’s downtown “special hourly 
rate” motels, we settled into a little 
place quaintly wedged in between a 
truck stop and a used car lot. 


RACE DAY 
After checking in at the track and 
compiling our initial rations of hot 
dogs and Coors, we wandered into 
the pits. Time trials were under 
way and the infield was its usual 
bustle of pre-race activity. 
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From the look in his eyes, Skip Aksland 
knew he had it wrapped up long before 
anyone else. 


We were stationed at the Bel-Ray 
van, washing down our Coors with 
some Budweiser, when we spotted 
Mert Lawwill pushing his bike in. 
Quickly gulping down the remains 
of our foam, we headed over to the 
Lawwill/Mike Kidd camp to nose 
in on what was happening, and 
offer any necessary sympathy 
and/or encouragement. 

Here it might be necessary to 
make note that, realizing that the 
concept of "objective journalism" is 
a presumptuous one at best, even a 
potentially dangerous one, we make 
no bones about the fact that we 
have favorites, just like anyone else 
who's at least semi-human. 

Mert had just logged in one of the 
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Running with his spare engine, Roberts 


was pressing hard until his rear tire 
went away. 
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slowest qualifying times of the 48 
starters, а complete reversal from 
his Spring time trial where he set a 
still-standing track record. Mag 
trouble was the reason. Then he 
mentioned a cheer he drew from 
the crowd for getting hung out in a 
turn. "I was only going 20 mph," he 
laughed. 

Mike, meanwhile, was busying 
himself on his own bike. On his left 
wrist, he still wore a cast from 
when he broke it in an accident at 
the Terre Haute Half Mile, made 
famous via national TV. Не 
recounted how the doctors released 
him prematurely from the hospital 
and told of the dizzy spells he 
experienced while driving home, 
forcing him to pull off the road. “I 
was dizzy for a couple of days after 
that.” 

Now, though, was a time for 
other thoughts, for he was scheduled 
for the first qualifying heat. “The 
first heat is the worst,” he nodded, 
but then a sly gleam came into his 


eyes, "but Im in there with 
Springer." 
We moseyed over to the 


Roberts/Yamaha camp where his 
mechanics were feverishly replacing 
his engine with the spare from his 
back-up bike. The original engine 
had blown a head gasket. His 
Yamaha was also sporting a 
prototype Works Performance 
monoshock for testing. 

Diane Сох, our eternally 
optimistic hope for a main 
qualification, had also set a slow 
qualifying time, one notch up from 
Mert's. Her brakes weren't working 
up to snuff. "Just have to go faster 
and pitch it sideways," we naively 
kidded her. "Can't pitch it sideways 
anymore," she informed us, "the 


tires grab too much traction now." 
Oh. 

Mike Kidd's sly gleam proved to 
be one to reckon with as he took the 
first qualifying heat home ahead of 
Springsteen. Garth Brow took third, 
edging Roberts into a semi, along 
with Dave Aldana and Ted Boody. 
Diane, despite our shouts from turn 
three, ended up last. Guess you 
really do need brakes. 

Skip Aksland, working with a 
very fast bike, and pumped from his 
recent pavement win at Laguna 
Seca, took the second heat. Mert 
managed only ninth. 

Hank Scott and Steve Eklund 
captured the third heat, and 
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By taking third in the main, 
Springsteen gained enough points to 
all but wrap up the championship. 
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TWO УАМК IN THE ТОР TEN 


Yrjo Vesterinen 
remains champion; 
Bernie Schreiber 
is seventh and 
Marland Whaley 
takes tenth 


ES 
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There's an old Finnish saying that 
goes: the more you eat, the hungrier 
you become. Doesn't quite have the 
flair of the Yorkshire chant: ’tis first 
on tt linen that counts, but Yrjo 
Vesterinen abides by both. He 
doesn't want any more than he 
already has — and once again he is 
atop the world trials heap. And, 
surprise, Ulf Karlsson made it a 
one-two Nordic sweep for Finland 


and Sweden. 

The next three spots went to 
Yorkshiremen. Malcolm Rathmell 
was third, Martin Lampkin finished 
fourth and Rob Shepherd claimed 
fifth. England still boasts more of 
the world's best riders than any 
other nation, but the days of 
unchallenged world domination 
appear doomed. One might say that 
the 1977 version of the English 
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UIf Karlsson made it a one-two Nordic 
year. 


Armada had been scuttled by the 
Scandinavian horde — all two of 
them. And, lo and behold, is that a 
flutter of stars and stripes on the 
horizon? 

Vesti has been the total points 
leader for the last three years. 
Martin Lampkin, who won the first 
official world championship in 1975 
when the half-the-rounds-plus-one 
points method was used, scored less 
gross points. 

The championship was the fifth 
straight for Bultaco and the sixth in 
the last eight years. 

There were two major rules 
changes for the 1977 series. The 
FIM counted all championship 
points and also made the "two" 


official, recognizing 0-1-2-3-5 
scoring. 

Two Americans rode the opener 
in Ireland last February — Lane 


Leavitt and Don Sweet. Lane also 
rode the second round while Don 
stayed overseas for the first six, 
scheduled on consecutive weekends. 

Malcolm Rathmell won that 
opening round by the margin of 
one-tenth of a point. Talk about 


rounds, then finished third. 


cutting it close. He started the last 
loop into his penalty hour. Two 
more minutes and the win would 
have gone to John Reynolds. 
Rathmell won the next two rounds 
in Wales and Belgium to surge to a 
22-point lead over Vesterinen. In 
the preceding two years "Rastus" 
had opened leads of 19 points over 
Lampkin in 1975 and 21 points over 
Vesterinen in 1976. 

The Belgian round, the toughest 
of the year, marked the debut of 
American Bernie Schreiber, who 
had just turned 18. Bernie slogged 
through the muck with the world's 
best and scored a fifth that really 
startled the European trials 
community. The continent is not 
accustomed to teen sensations. The 
two-time SoCal champion followed 
with a third in Spain, a fifth in 
France (he led after the first loop 
but mud soured his engine) and a 
second in Germany, where Martin 
Lampkin posted the highest winning 
score of the year, 136.3. 

Bernie came home ranked fifth in 
the world after riding four of the 
first six rounds. Rathmell's lead was 


down to three points with six 
rounds to go and his back, injured 
during early motocross days, was 
giving him problems. 

Charles Coutard won both the 
U.S. and the Canadian rounds. His 
winning score of 15 in Canada was 
the lowest of the year. His 23.2 in 
Michigan was the second lowest. 

National champion Marland 
Whaley repeated the second he 
scored in the 1976 U.S. world 
round, heading five Americans 
among the top seven finishers. 
Coutard's precision riding moved 
the seven-time French champion 
into fifth, ahead of Barging Bernie. 
As the feet-up circus headed back to 
Europe Rathmell had a two-point 
advantage. 

The 24-year-old champ made his 
move after Ulf Karlsson won his 
home round, midst rumors or 
outright accusations of practice in 
the sections by the Swedish riders. 
Vesterinen, Finland's champion 
since 1970, finished second in his 
home round the following weekend, 
while Rathmell placed eighth, 
dropping him into a secorid-place 
tie with Lampkin, five points off 
the pace. The win went to Rob 
Shepherd, who posted the first 
four-stroke victory in official world 
championship competition, aboard 
the older long-stroke factory Honda. 

Vesterinen won the penultimate 
round in Czechoslovakia, opening a 


1975 champion Martin Lampkin slipped 
to fourth in the final round. 
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ten-point lead. He clinched it with 
a cautious sixth in Switzerland. 
Karlsson’s win there allowed him to 
swap places with Lampkin. 

Two-time European champion 
Mick Andrews, who finished fourth 
overall last year, dropped out of the 
top ten, finishing 13th on the year. 

Bernie placed seventh in his 
rookie year. Ironically, the only 
round of the ten he rode in which 
he failed to score points was the 
U.S. event in Michigan. He ripped 
off a fingernail there and finished 
12th. 

Marland, 19, went over for the 
final four rounds on the continent 
after Michigan and Canada. 
Hampered by carburetion problems 
and a condensor failure, he failed to 
score any additional points until the 
final trial in Switzerland. There he 
was going for the win, tying 
Rathmell for the lead on each of the 
first two laps, before slipping to 
fourth on the final circuit. Those 
eight championship points upped 
him to a tie for tenth with English 
rider John Reynolds. 

Whaley’s placing gave the U.S. 
two riders in the top ten. England, 
with five, was the only other nation 
to place more than one rider. 

Six Americans scored champion- 
ship points in 1977. The other four 
were Don Sweet (15th), Mike 
Griffitts (16th), Mark Eggar (19th) 
and Lane Leavitt (20th). 
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Rob Shepherd posted the first 
four-stroke victory, finished fifth. 
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Bernie Schreiber became the first 
American to score points overseas, 
finished seventh overall, best ever by 
an American. 


After winning seven events in the 
two preceding years, Vesterinen 
managed just two wins іп ’77, while 
Rathmell and Karlsson won three 
each. But the champ's consistency 
— two seconds, two thirds, two 
fourths, a fifth and two sixths — 
turned the trick. 


Feb. 12, Ireland 


1. Yrjo Vesterinen (Fin) ......... 
2. Ulf Karlsson (Swe).......... 


? EXE. Estos 
National champion Marland Whaley 
rode half the series, posted a second 
and fourth to finish tenth overall. 


$o, once again, Finland, with a 
population of under 5 million, has 
two world champions as Vesterinen 
remains on the victory rostrum 
beside Heikki Mikkola. Like the 
saying goes: the more you eat, 
the . . . Or is it: the less you feet, 
the more you beat? o 


, France 
, Czechoslovakia 


Feb. 26, Belgium 
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The new Betor forks hold a full 230cc of 
oil and offer just over 230mm of travel. 
Last year's full-width hub was replaced 
with this conical unit that houses the 
same shoes as the GP Il. 


When the first Phantom appeared 
on the motocross scene a few years 
ago it was immediately clear that it 
was a force to be reckoned with in 
the 250 clas. It had very good 
power, was very lightweight, and 
its suspension was in the ballpark. 

After a good deal of refinement, 
the GP II was developed. Although 
it was not as spectacular as the first 
Phantom, it was still a competitive 
contender after the owner made a 
few suspension modifications. 

Ossa's latest effort, the GP III, 


boasts some improvements over the: 


previous Phantom in areas where 
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Improved suspension 
and more usable 

power make the GP 
Ill the best Ossa yet 


they were most needed. Namely, 
more suspension, more top-end 
power, and better handling. 

Along with the new suspension 
arrangement at both ends, you get a 
new front hub, fuel tank, expansion 
chamber design, a longer swingarm, 
and one of the most powerful 
production 250cc powerplants in 
existence. 


WHAT THE GPIII IS MADE OF 
While every other factory was 
going to six, nine and eleven-port 
breathing arrangements, Ossa was 
content to stay with their tried-and- 
true four-port design, getting a very 
healthy power output out of that 
seemingly outdated design. 

For their new effort, they’ve 
added a fifth (boost) port, 
redesigned the rear cone of the 
expansion chamber, and switched 
to a straight-cut piston. The result 
of these modifications is a very 
healthy mid-range and a peak 
horsepower output of 32.3 at 8500 
rpm. We feel that this engine has 
the potential to put out the most 
usable and manageable power in its 
class. We say potential for a couple 
of reasons, as you will soon 
understand. 

All five transmission ratios have 
remained the same as before, but 
the gears and shafts are now rough 
cast here with good U.S. steel, then 
sent over there for machining. 
Where earlier Phantoms used bronze 
alloy bushings on the layshaft, the 
GP III uses ball and needle bearings 
throughout. 

Another major improvement to 
the transmission is in the actual 
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The rear frame has been modified to accept the forward- 
mount shock setup. Note the sexy four-fin cylinder 
arrangement and the aluminum case saver above the 
countershaft sprocket. 


Added oomph is given to the chain 
tensioner spring by a couple of 

rubber bands draped around the 
opposite side, as seen here. Chain 
guide is both sturdy and silent. Rubber 
strips line inside edges. 


As you can see here, some things are a 
bit on the cobby side. Extra care should 
be taken when installing filter so that 
the top edge seals properly. 


—Ó—. 
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Spanish engineering: The header springs are hooked to large 
lock washers that loop through the cylinder fin. Also, the 
trick thingie holding the kickstarter looks like a large O-ring 


and quickly disappears. 


shifting action. The old tranny 
could, on occasion, be shifted past 
the gear desired by a heavy-footed 
rider. To rectify this, they've gone 
to a greatly lightened shift drum 
(with less inertia) and a braking 
type of device with small pins that 
index each gear position on the 
drum precisely. As we found on our 
first ride, their efforts were not in 
vain. 

The primary drive is, as usual, by 
double-row chain, but for the GP 
III they’ve upped the primary drive 
ratio by adding a tooth to the crank 
sprocket and taking one off of the 
clutch. To compensate for this, 
they've gone from a 12 to an 
ll-tooth countershaft sprocket and 
added five teeth to the rear. 

Spain’s latest forward axle Betor 
forks grace the Phantom’s front end 
to give you 234mm or 9% inches of 
travel. 

In the rear, the frame tubes have 
been moved around to accept the 
same gas Betor shocks, but in a 
forward-mount position as opposed 
to the GP II's laid-down arrange- 
ment. The swingarm is now an 
inch and a half longer for added 
stability and heavily gusseted to 
handle the added stresses of the new 
shock mount position. 


JUST THE FACTS, SENORITA 

The GP IIIs chain tensioner is 
questionable. There is a spring 
tucked well out of the way to pull 
the large rubber roller up against 


This is the latest Spanish Bing, 
complete with enriching lever. 


the chain, but two rubber bands are 
also incorporated on the outermost 
side, apparently to make up for a 
weak spring. 

The GP III is very comfortable to 
sit on in the pits. Everyone felt that 
the bar/peg/seat relationship was a 
good compromise for riders of 
various sizes. 

Our Motoplat CDI worked 


perfectly. The Phantom most always 
fired on the first prod. 

After a good bit of time on the 
bike, one tester commented, "The 
way this thing's carbureted on the 
someone's going to get 


bottom, 
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hurt." It had a very rich condition 
on the bottom that made it bog just 
long enough to get you into trouble 
if you were not very careful. We 
headed back to our portable 
workshop for adjustments. 

A small one-eighth radius notch 
was cut in the back of the slide to 
lean out the bottom-end perfor- 
mance, but it only had a slight effect. 
Going from a number three to a 
number two needle was our final 
change, but still it was not running 
correctly down low. 

Its mid-range to top-end perfor- 
mance was excellent. It was both 
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very usable and predictable. This is 
the type of power that will make a 
novice feel quite secure while still 
providing plenty of what it takes 
when you put the beans to it. The 
only drawback was that it was 
geared too low to get the full 
advantage of the excellent power 
characteristics. Going back to the 
GP II's 53-tooth rear sprocket, and 
even then, adding one up front is 
surely the hot line to take. While 
the power felt good and usable, it 
felt less energetic than the dyno 
indicated because the amount of 
ground covered in each gear is too 


OSSA GP III 250 


Price (approx. retail, West Coast: $1645 
Engine ........ Two-stroke, piston-port 
DiSDIacemente edere miss 244cc 
Bore & Stroke .......... 72mmx60mm 
Compression Ratio: 15.6:1 (uncorrected) 
Carburetion. «em eene 38mm Bing 
Horsepower .......... 32.3 at 8500 rpm 
Gluten 2.9: ims Wet, multi-plate 
Primary Drive: Double-row primary 

chain, 2.06:1 
Transmission Ratios: 

1) 2.12:1 

2) 1.74:1 

3) 1.43:1 

4) 1.17:1 

5) 1.00:1 
Final Drive. «vus reir Joresa 520 

11-tooth countershaft 

58-tooth rear sprocket 


Air Filtration. .......... г: Oiled foam 
EIgcthi6S; .. (ots енне ан Motoplat CDI 
Eübrication me Pre-mix 32:1 
Recommended Fuel .......... Premium 
Recommended Oil ........... Full Bore 
Fuel Tank Capacity: 8.7 liters (2.3 gallons) 
Frame ..... Double cradle, chrome moly 
Suspension: 


Front: Betor telescopic with 234mm 
(9.25 inches) travel 
Rear: Betor gas shocks with 206mm 
(8.1 inches) travel 
Starting ss oi Non primary kick 
Wheels & Spokes: 
Front: Akront green label with cross 3 
spokes 
Rear: Akront green label with 8-gauge 
spokes, cross 2 


Tires: 
ЕТПЕ sz sesen ту 3.00x21 Pirelli MTO7 
REAL a уер 4.50x18 Pirelli MT16 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase ...... 146.3cm (5.76 inches) 


Swingarm length: 47.6cm (18.75 inches) 
Ground clearance. .31.5cm (12.4 inches) 


Bars, height ..... 113.0cm (44.5 inches) 
Width а к ала 86.4ст (34.0 їпсһез) 
Pegs, height ..... 36.2cm (14.25 inches) 
width....... 48.3cm (19.0 inches) 
Seat height...... 92.1cm (36.25 inches) 
ORK angie зоны вше. ш oot ua rel 309 


Weight: 104.4 kilos (230.0 pounds) 
without fuel; 44.1 percent on front, 
55.9 percent on rear 

Brakes: 

Front. ..Cable-operated, conical drum 
Rear ...Cable-operated, conical drum 


SIBRGER nae uses Yes, so to speak 
Spark Ате. None 
Матапан None 


Parts Prices: 


short. The end result is a 250 that 
feels much like a continuously 
shifted 125, only the rear wheel 
breaks loose like a 400. 

The gas Betors must be considered 
suitable only for novices under 160 
pounds who can't afford to replace 
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While campaigning in Europe 
this past season, Marty Moates was 
commonly found running in the 
top ten in World GP points events, 
but was plagued by more than his 
share of mechanical DNFs. 

While interviewing Marty, we 
picked up some invaluable 
information for all you current or 
prospective Phantom owners. For 
instance . 

Marty's GP III ate nine counter- 
shafts before his Spanish-speaking 
mechanic understood that the 
chain tension was set up too tight. 
Only one primary chain snapped 
during the entire season. 

The factory was continually 
experimenting with his equipment, 
so he was seldom familiar with all 
of the components or the exact 
handling qualities of his mount. 
Still, his performances, while in 
the running, were quite respect- 
able for a newcomer, to say the 
least. 

Finally, he had a suitably 
prepared practice bike similar to 


his serious race bike. Its modifi- 
cations include: Marzocchi forks 
up front, lighter-than-stock Fox 
springs with 12 to 15 pounds of air 
on top with 20-weight Bel-Ray 
fork oil; dual-pressure Fox Airshox 
in the standard mounting position 
out back with 120 and 100 pounds 
of pressure; and a  Cross-Up 
swingarm. It was found that the 
stock pipe works the best for 
almost all situations. 

He put 25 gallons of fuel 
through his practice bike without 
a single problem. So, the GP III 
can work, and work very well, 
with the right mechanic and the 
right rider aboard. 

The suspension components 
mentioned above are available 
from: Cross-Up, Inc., 11781 
Cardinal Circle, Garden Grove, 
California 92643; (800) 854-0117; 
Moto-X Fox, 520 McGlincy Lane, 
Campbell, California 95008; (408) 
371-1221; Marzocchi forks are 
available through your authorized 
Hi-Point dealer. 


sorbers. 
They allow the rear end to skip 
along, slide out апа .bottom 
regularly. These must have been 
Spain's answer to the Thermalflows. 

The Betors up front are a big 
improvement over the GP II’s forks. 
Small to medium bumps are 
absorbed quite well, really, but 
when it comes to good-sized holes 
and landing off of jumps, forget it. 
The money you could spend 
replacing gloves regularly should be 
directed toward revamping the 
dampening rods so that they won't 
hydraulically lock up in the final 
centimeters of travel. For riders 
over 160 pounds or so, stronger 
springing is also in order. 

On the plus side, this is by far the 
best handling Ossa we've ridden. 
Even though it's gained 17 pounds 
over the GP II, the weight is 
somehow virtually unnoticeable. It 
still feels very light and is quite 
responsive to weight placement. It 
can be easily flipped about to make 
minor directional changes with a 
quick movement of muscle. 

In keeping the same steering head 
angle and moving to the forward 
axle front suspension, the handling 
has been slowed down just enough 
to make the Phantom very pleasant 
and predictable to steer at all 
speeds. Adding an inch and a half 
to the swingarm has also played a 
big part, while giving the Phantom 
a much more stable feeling at 
higher speeds and negating the GP 
II’s tendency to loop. Lifting the 
front end is now a planned 
combination of weight transfer and 
throttle application, rather than 
utter surprise. 


AND NOW, SOME UNBIASED 
COMMENTS FROM OUR 
TESTERS 

“I dig it. I'd seriously like to have 
one. This is the best bike Ossa's ever 
made. It's the best-steering bike 


Continued on page 67 
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GRAND PRIX CONCLUSION 


by George Wegner 


Photography by David Maltais, Charles Saccio, Chris Myers, David Dewhurst and B.R. Nicholls 


Mikkola: a 
champion in 
any class. 


As another epic season of Grand 
Prix competition comes to a close, 
we find Heikki Mikkola proving 
himself a champion among 
champions. After winning the 500 
Championship in ’74, and finishing 
second after a close, season-long 
battle with Roger DeCoster in '75, 
Mikkola won three of his first four 
rides in the 250 class after a 
three-year absence and went on to 
take that title. In doing this, he also 
became the first rider ever to win 
both the 500 and 250 World 
Championships. This past season he 
came back to win the 500 title once 
again (by a healthy margin) in his 
premier season aboard a works 
Yamaha. This not only proves that 
Mikkola is one hell of a rider, but 
also that some of the factory bikes 
are getting so good that it no longer 
takes a full season to build harmony 
between rider and machine. 

Guenady Moiseev won his first 
Championship in "74, then broke his 
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Moiseev: 
makes it two. 


i d 


Rahier: 
who else? 


arm in two places just before the 
season opener in "75. He eventually 
came back to win one moto late in 
the year. In '76 he was edged out of 
the Championship by Mikkola, who 
scored just one more point while 
posting one less moto victory. This 
past season's performance of 12 
wins, three seconds and two thirds 
enabled him to secure his second 
World Championship riding for 
KTM and the U.S.S.R. 

The only 125 World Champion 
we've ever had, Gaston Rahier, put 
together 15 moto wins to cinch his 
third World title on a Suzuki. His 
dominance of that class was so 
great that he finished the series over 
100 points ahead of second-place 
finisher Gerard Rond of Holland. A 
truly outstanding performance. 


125 CLASS 
А virtual unknown up until this 
past season, Gerard Rond was the 
only rider able to stay within 
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In his first season with Yamaha, 
Mikkola gave them their first 500 World 
Championship. In '73 Hakan 
Andersson, also on Yamaha, won the 
250 World crown. 


striking distance of Rahier. He 
maintained this position up until 
the final few rounds where three 
DNFs cost him dearly. 

Rond's Yamaha teammate, Andre 
Massant of Belgium, put together a 
fairly consistent set of finishes to 
end up in third spot ahead of Jiri 
Churavy of Czechoslovakia, who 
rides for CZ. 

Suzuki's Akira Watanabe scored a 
second and a first in each of the first 
two GPs only to break his leg in the 
first moto of the third round in 
Belgium. He did not ride again; 
still, he ended up tied for ninth in 
the world. 

Riders worthy of mention in 
“local” events: Honda’s Warren 
Reid finished second overall in the 
Canadian GP after he was knocked 


Five-time World Champion Roger 
DeCoster fought hard all season to end 
up second in the world. To Roger, 
second is not good enough. Here he 

is at the Motocross des Nations. 
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Moiseev's second World win was more 
decisive than the first when he 
narrowly “edged” out Jaroslav Falta. 


down by a lapped rider while 
running third in the first moto. He 
then came back to win the final 
moto. Pat Richter rode his Moto-X 
Fox Suzuki to third overall (top 
American) with a fifth and a third 
at the U.S.G.P. in Ohio. 


250 CLASS 

Finishing a solid second behind 
Moiseev was his Russian KTM 
teammate Vladimir Kavinov. He 
had made his return to international 
competition last season after a 
three-year absence to end up third 
in the world. During that three-year 
period he reportedly had been 
"detained" within his national 
borders by his government. 

Andre Malherbe, a former 
Belgian National Champion, nailed 
down third spot to make it a KTM 
sweep of the top three. 

Behind Malherbe in fourth was 
former World Champion (75) 
Harry Everts. After winning the 
title and then placing fifth the 
following year on a Puch, the 
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Rahier and Gerard Rond, carrying their 
respective numbers for final standings, 
are seen here at the Spanish round. 


Belgian switched to Bultaco. 

Among the "notably missing" was 
Jim Pomeroy, who finished fourth 
in the class last year. Jim switched 
from Bultaco to Honda and came 
home for a year of national racing 
to get acquainted with the big red 
machine. Odds are that Jim will be 
back in Europe next year. 

Ап American newcomer to the 
GP scene was Ossa's Marty Moates, 
who scored points in several motos 
while suffering an incredible array 
of mechanical DNFs. 


500 CLASS 

After a third and fifth in the 
opening GP, Mikkola, still healing 
from a shoulder injury, went on to 
win at least one moto in the next 
ten GPs to clinch the title. He made 
a token appearance at the final 
round in Switzerland. Roger 
DeCoster had more than his share 


of bad luck and (for him) so-so 


Vladimir Kavinov, Moiseev's KTM 
teammate: world's second best 250 
rider. 
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Gerard Rond doesn't ride to train, he 
works out with specific exercises. Here 
he's aboard a 250 at the Trophee des 
Nations. 


placings. He won only four motos to 


Heikki's 12. Firsts and seconds will 
beat seconds, thirds and DNFs 
every time. As Roger once put it, “I 
don't want to finish, I want to 
win." DeCoster had five motos in 
which he scored no points, Heikki 
only one, not counting the final GP. 

Destined to win a World 
Championship one of these years, 
Gerrit Wolsink rounded out the 
season with a solid third placing 
close behind his Suzuki teammate. 
The Dutchman's moto wins in 


Austria, West Germany and 
Canada, combined with seven 
thirds and miscellaneous other 


placings, put him just 20 points 
behind Roger in the end although 
he was in second for a while. 

Brad Lackey became the first 
American to win a 500 GP overall 
when he scored a first and a fourth 
in Great Britain ahead of Wolsink 
and Mikkola. Before that, Brad won 
the first moto in Sweden, then lost 
his chain while running second in 
round two. Three seconds, four 
thirds and five fourths added to his 
wins and proved that consistency 
pays very well. He is obviously 
quite pleased with his first season 
aboard his new Honda. 

Jim Pomeroy, Honda's latest team 
addition, managed to set fastest 
qualifying time in Canada (three 
seconds faster than Mikkola) but 
bailed while leading and pulled off 
in the second moto, troubled by his 
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500 CLASS 


Mıkkola (Finland) 
DeCoster (Belgium) 
Wolsınk (Holland) 
Lackey (U.S.A) 
Schmitz (W. Germany) 
Andersson (Sweden! 
Van Velthoven (Belgium) 
Novce (G. Britain) 
Aberg (Sweden) 
Weil (W. Germany! 


injured shoulder. He also won the 
first moto at the U.S.G.P. only to 
unload at the start of the second. 
The new Hondas with either Jim or 
Brad aboard look like a good bet. 

Bengt Aberg became the first 
four-stroke rider to win a World GP 
since the late '60s when he swapped 
first and second-place finishes with 
Mikkola, who eventually won on 
time. The Swedish two-time 500 
World Champion debuted the Sten 
Lundin-designed Hallman-Eneqvist 
Yamaha in the opener in Austria, 
but suffered teething problems 
throughout the rest of the season. 

There you have it. Three new 
champions, all former champions, 
all on different brands. One thing 
that seems quite obvious is that it 
won't be that long before we will 
have an American World 
Champion. 
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US Riders: Pierre Karsmakers (Yam) 13th. Jim Pomeroy (Hon) 15th, Tommy Cioft (Hon) 18th, Gaylon Mosier 
(Mai) 18th, Tony DiStefano (Suz) 23rd, Jimmy Ellis (C-A) 28th, Marty Smith (Hon) 32nd 
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US Rider Marty Moates (Ossa) 
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250 CLASS 


Moıseev (U S.S.R ) 
Kavinov (U.S SR ! 
Malherbe (Belgium! 
Everts (Belgium) 

Maisch (МУ Germany! 


Baborovsky (Czechoslovakia) 


Boven (Belgium) 
Mingels (Belgium) 
Falta (Czechoslovakia) 
Hansen (Sweden! 


125 CLASS 


Rahier (Belgium) 

Rond (Holland! 

Massant (Belgium! 
Churavy (Czechoslovakia! 
Liljegren (Finlandi 
Khudiakov (U.S S.R | 
DeRoover (Belgium! 
Auto (Finland! 
Watanabe (Japan! 

Piron (Italy) 


SWITZERLAND 
BELGIUM 


Apn! 17 


KTM 
KTM 
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CZ 
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19th 


FRANCE 
BELGIUM 
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DENMARK 
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10-12] 15-15 


YUGOSLAVIA 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
W GERMANY 
SWITZERLAND 


POLAND 
June 12 
June 19 
August 14 
SPAIN 


July 10 


U.S. Riders: Warren Reid (Hon) 14th, Pat Richter (Yam) 17th, Gary Ogden (Suz) 23rd, Danny LaPorte (Suz) 32nd, o 
John Savitsky (Suz) 38th. 


DIRT BIKE 


 TRANS-AMA 
MACHINERY 


WORKS UPDATE 


Report and Photography by Jim Gianatsis 


All the factory bikes in the 1977 
Trans-AMA series reveal changes 
compared to bikes used earlier in 
the season. The teams which have 
their chassis and suspension designs 
sorted out have time to turn their 
attention to building lighter bikes 
and developing engine designs 
which make better use of long-travel 
suspension. Oddly enough, horse- 
power over a broad, usable power- 
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band (i.e. torque) was a major goal 
of the factory teams when the 
technology of short suspension 
design reached its peak in 1972. 
After long-travel suspension was 
introduced the emphasis shifted to 
peak horsepower engines. Now, for 
those teams with their long-travel 
suspension systems dialed in, the 
secret to going faster is once again 
usable rather than peak horsepower. 


we 
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SUZUKI RN400 

Suzuki and Roger DeCoster know 
they have a good bike. Though it 
looks similar to the GP bike, there is 
one major change. The engine cases 
have been redesigned. They're now 
smaller and lighter. In addition, the 
drive sprocket is now located nearer 
the swingarm pivot for more 
constant chain tension. 

New, more powerful case reed 
induction cylinders are also being 
tried. Tony DiStefano used a 
370cc motor in the 500cc Nationals, 
but now he’s more than likely using 
a 400cc unit like DeCoster and 
Wolsink. Suzuki is constantly 
playing with displacement and bore 
and stroke ratios, and sometimes 
even the riders don’t know what 
they’re riding. Gaston Rahier’s bike 
is destroked to a 360cc motor. A 
good indication of which direction 
the big-bore RM production bikes 
might take is Kojii Masuda’s bike, 
which is composed of an RN works 
chassis with a production RM370 
engine sleeved to 402cc. This could 
mean Roger’s favorite engine is 
getting closer to production. / 


YAMAHA OW26 400 

Bob Hannah is now riding a new 
one-off prototype which Pierre 
Karsmakers tested during the 500cc 
Nationals. It’s tricker than Heikki 
Mikkola’s World Championship- 
winning OW26, but also heavier at 
225 to 230 pounds. New engine 
cases and other parts are made of 
aluminum. Once design is finalized, 
the aluminum parts will then be 
made from magnesium to reduce 
weight. 

The bike has works Kayaba 
air/spring forks with 10.5 inches of 
travel. The rear monoshock unit 
with frame-mounted reservoir also 
provides 10.5 inches of travel, but 
can be adjusted up to 12 inches. 


CAN-AM 370 

Can-Am is still trying to build 
Jimmy Ellis a competitive Open 
class prototype. Their latest entry 
for the Trans-AMA series has a 
completely redesigned rear frame 
section, compared to the prototype 
which Jimmy rode in the 250cc 
Nationals and some of the 500cc 
Nationals. Shock angle is similar to 
Maico's, and there's a bent-style 
steel swingarm. Fox Air Shox and 
Simons forks are used. Travel is 9.7 
inches at the rear wheel and 10 
inches up front. Complete bike 
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weight is 220-225 pounds. 

The engine has all-magnesium 
cases with case reed induction 
similar to Suzuki's. Actual displace- 
ment is 366cc, somewhat small 
considering the direction the other 
factories are taking. As a matter of 
fact, the entire bike seems a year or 
two behind the prototypes being 
raced by the other factory teams. 


SACHS 250 
The new 250 Sachs motocrosser 
being raced by Frank Stacy in the 
Support class certainly looks good. 
Heritage is decidedly KTM, but 


with a better-thought-out design. 
The new Sachs five-speed engine is 
piston-ported and uses a 38mm Bing 
carb and Motoplat ignition. 

Frank has made a few modifica- 


tions to the suspension with Fox Air 
Shox and a Fox air fork kit added to 
the magnesium Ceriani front end. 
Travel is 10 inches up front and 
10.8 inches out back. Production 
bikes are expected to be available in 
January with a steel tank (instead of 
the pre-production aluminum 
container) and Koni gas shocks. 
Weight is extremely competitive at 
211 pounds. 


HONDA RC400 
Team Honda probably has the 
best works bike on the motocross 
circuit this season. The RCs are 
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light, they handle well and they are 
fast. And, perhaps more important 
than anything else, they never 
break. Visibly the same as the RC 
Type 2Bs used earlier by Marty 
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Smith to win the 500cc National 
Championship, the Trans-AMA 
bikes have new cylinders. Team 
riders report that they are even 
more powerful than before. Suspen- 
sion remains the same with Showa 
spring forks and Fox Air Shox. 
Travel is nearly 12 inches at each 
end. 


MAICO 400 
Herbert Schmitz and the rest of 
Team Maico have completely 
redesigned works bikes for the 
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Trans-AMA series. The changes are 
more radical than any others the 
little Maico factory has made 
before. Maico pioneered long-travel 
suspension at about the same time 
as Yamaha, but since then they’ve 
just been coasting along with a 
somewhat outdated engine design. 
These new prototypes feature a 
new, but similar, frame design to 
improve strength and reliability. 
Suspension travel is 260mm at each 
end, using air/spring Maico forks 
and Ohlin gas/oil reservoir shocks 


with a bent steel swingarm. The gas 
tank is now rounded aluminum. 
Complete weight is lighter at 220 
pounds. 

The major change is the engine 
case design. Smaller sand-cast cases 
house a new five-speed gearbox, 
new shifting mechanism, primary 
kick starting and a  Motoplat 
electronic ignition. The drive 
sprocket is located at the rearmost 
portion of the case near the 
swingarm pivot, so chain tension 
remains nearly constant throughout 
rear wheel travel. Maico has to be 
congratulated for the new bike, 
which has been long awaited. 
Production versions of the 250, 400 
and 450 may be available early in 
1978. 


OSSA 250 PHANTOM 

Marty Moates new Ossa is an 
already-available production bike 
that has already proved itself 
competitive against the Japanese 
onslaught. Ossa has given their 
latest Phantom magnesium Ceriani 
leading axle forks, improved rear 
suspension geometry and a cylinder 
with a better powerband. Marty 
has made a few modifications to his 
factory-sponsored bike which 
include Fox’s air/spring fork kit and 
Air Shox. The aluminum swingarm 
is from Cross-Up, Inc. 


MOTO-X FOX SUZUKI 
RM250/370 

Pictured is Geoff Fox with 
Moto-X Fox-sponsored riders Steve 
Wise and Mark Barnett. Mark is in 
the Support class and Steve is riding 
Open. Most of the factory teams are 
using Moto-X Кох suspension 
components, and the Fox Suzukis 
are the finest examples of produc- 
tion bikes which have been modified 
to be competitive with the exotic 
factory racers. Engines on the RMs 
are basically stock with the addition 
of Moto-X Fox pipes, kept un- 
painted for that "factory" look. 
Simons 10-inch-travel air/spring 
forks are used up front and Air 
Shoxs with aluminum swingarms 
are giving 10.5 inches of rear wheel 
travel. More suspension travel is 
available if the riders feel they need 
it. 

Fox is the only non-factory team 
sponsoring a full team effort in the 
Trans-AMA series, with Fox bro- 
thers Bob and Geoff being the 
guiding lights in suspension tech- 
nology these days. o 
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PACIFIC PREVIEW 


WHAT’S GONNA 
BE GREAT IN "78 


What's in store from the Big Four . . . and Hodaka 


An 1100cc, four-cylinder, four- 
stroke shaft drive. That biggie, 
among numerous four-stroke road- 
sters, highlighted Yamaha’s presen- 
tation of their 1978 model line, but 
the real news is the new YZs, 
naturally. The 125, 250 and 400 
will all feature aluminum swing- 
arms. The 250 is the most changed, 
with a new six-speed engine. The 
other WhyZees have also been 
refined. The all-new YZ80E has, for 
the first time, monocross suspension 
and leading front axle forks. It’s 
supposed to be a real gasser. For 
those younger riders caught in the 
chasm between too-big-to-mini and 
too-small-to-125 is the YZ100. The 
chassis is scaled between the 80 and 
125. And, according to Yamaha, 
the YZ125 top end will fit right on 
the YZ100. 

The IT line retains the 175, 250 
and 400. Both the 175 and 250 (for 
the first time) are six-speeders. The 
TT500 now has a yellow gas tank, 
the XT500 remains the four-stroke 
alternative to the DT Enduro line. 
The DT100 has two suspenders; the 
125, 175, 250 and 400 are 
monoshockers. 

The dirt models also include two 
milder minis — the GTMXE for 
dirt only and the GT80E with street 
lighting. Most of Yamaha’s dirt 
bikes should be available around 
year’s end. 

Honda has released part of their 
1978 off-road line, but they're 
saving the biggies for later release, 
probably sometime after the first of 
the year. DIRT BIKE will have an 
exclusive test on one of the new dirt 
models. Could it be a 250 or 400 
racing replica Elsinore, or maybe 
the XR500 trail thumper? We don’t 
know. 


Machinery already released 
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includes the XL75, XL100, XL125 
and XL175 street/trailers, the Z50A 
mini bike, the CT70 trailbike, the 
XR75 mini-thumper, the three- 
wheeled ATC90 and the four- 
wheeled Odyssey buggy. 

The big news from Hodaka is 
their first-ever 175. They now offer 
a trailbike in every displacement 
class from 80сс to 250cc. Yep, 
theres a new 80, which the blue 
and orange elves of Athena insist 
resulted from a blend of Preparation 
H and Mickyroonium. The first- 
time shrunk mini 80 is 40 pounds 
lighter and three inches lower. 

The 175 is a limited edition 
street/trailer with radial head, 
Petty front fender, folding shift 
lever, toolbox, 2.9-gallon gas tank, 
11 inches of ground clearance and a 
suggested retail under a grand. 

The latest 125 SL updates the 
illustrious Wombat of yesteryear, 
the same critter Frank Wheeler 
wheelied across Australia all by his 
lonesome. And with a new Wombat 
available can the Womball be far 
behind? 

The 250 Samuel Lipshitz Replica 
will be selling for $9524.95 plus tax 
and dealer set-up. Hurry on down 
to your freeway-close dealer because 
there are only three in production. 


To assuage the anticipated hordes of 


disappointed trail-pounders, Hodaka 
has come up with the Lipshitz 
Replica, an economy version with 
all the pizzazz and versatility of the 
real thing at only a fraction of the 
cost. À mere $1095. The big SL has 
gas shocks, quick-change rear wheel 
and humongous cruising tank. 
Rounding out the fivesome is the 
new Road Toad. And don't forget 
the get-'em-while-they-last offer at 
any Hodie dealer — How To Trail 
Ride by Hodaka, a handy instruc- 
tion manual, yours for the asking. 
Yes, Virginia, there is a Green 


Meanie. Are, actually, as in three of 
them. The 250 Kawasaki 'crosser 
will probably be in dealer show- 
rooms by the time you read this. 
We're told that the bike is only a 
few pounds heavier than the works 
250 with which Jimmy Weinert 
won this years Superbowl of 
Motocross and has the same 
geometry. The Jammer’s bike had a 
little engine work and personal 
suspension set-up, otherwise the 
bikes are virtually identical. Watch 
for a DIRT BIKE test in the next 
month or two. 

The 125 berm-buster should be 
available after the first of the year. 
The KX380 is tentatively scheduled 
for late spring, early summer. 

The KL250 signals Kawasaki’s 
entry into the four-stroke off-road 
market. The  street/trailer is 
scheduled to hit the dealers before 
January. 

Suzuki will be introducing two 
four-stroke off-roaders in the 
Spring. The 264-pound DR370 will 
retail for around $1279, the 
street/trail version, the SP370, will 
go for around $1379. Both bikes 
have laid-down suspension. Look 
for the latest PE250 around March 
and the brand-new PE175 in April. 
The 175 weighs 209 pounds, is a 
six-speeder and reportedly has nine 
inches of travel up front, eight 
inches in the back. Suzuki has 
added an RM50 mini-racer and a 
JR50 mini-mini that will go for 
$299. The new RM125 and 400 will 
have aluminum swingarms, floating 
rear brakes and two damping 
adjustments for the shocks. 

As this is written Honda and 
Kawasaki have not yet had their 
new model presentations. We'll pass 
along more info as it becomes 
available, along with a long look at 
what's new across the Atlantic in 
future issues. 
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YZ250E. A brand-new, trimmer engine with a sixth gear. Yamaha YZ100E. The wheelbase is two inches shorter than the 
Claimed weight 216 pounds. Aluminum swingarm, 38 Mikuni. YZ125. Height is two inches lower. 125 top end slips right on. 


Yamaha Ү280Е. First time for Monocross suspension and Yamaha IT400E. Yamaha sponsored the ISDT Silver Vase team 
leading axle forks. Claimed weight 146 pounds. 26 Mikuni. in 1977 and here's the big-bore of the IT line. It's still blue. 
Five speeds. The 250 has been upped to six speeds. 


Hodaka Dirt Squirt. 80cc. Five-speed. Claimed weight 151 Hodaka 175SL. Five-speed. Claimed weight 266 pounds. 
pounds. Suggested retail $495. Suggested retail $995. 
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Hodaka 250SL. Five-speed. Claimed weight 284.5 pounds. Honda Odyssey. A minified dune buggy with MT250 engine 
Suggested retail $1095. and roll bar. 
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Our mini-motocross racer 
comes with just about all of the 
features found on our full-size 
YZ's. And some things that 
aren't found on any size com- 
petitor. 

Like a DeCarbon Mono- 
shock. It turns our littlest moto- 
crosser into a full-fledged mono- 
crosser. Just like all the bigger 
YZ's. And going to the revolu- 


Strong frame lets you and the 
machine maintain a low profile. 
This low center of gravity means 
better control in and out of corners. 


Long-travel, leading-axle front 
forks let you fine tune the bike's 
handling to fit the condition of 
any course. 


tionary Monocross Suspension 
System not only enables the 
YZ80 to achieve exceptional 
stability, but this super-smooth 
Yamaha exclusive also makes 
for increased and more control- 
led rear wheel travel. 

We also increased wheel 
travel in the front to 140mm 
with a set of 
leading-axle 


As a result of refined 
cylinder porting and a 
26mm Mikuni carb, 
the 2-stroke single 
engine has a powerful 
75c’s. Torque Induction 
keeps that power at 

its peak. 


ST GREW UP, 


front forks. Another big bike transmission. And, more ma- 

goodie. It means quicker steer- ^ neuverability because of its 

ing and better control. low-center-of-gravity frame. 
‘Theres more horsepower In short, our mini-moto- 

than ever before from its strong, crosser is more motorcycle 

2-stroke single. More of that than a lot of bigger bikes. 

horsepower at all times, espe- So stop playing around, get 

cially in mid and high ranges, the new YZ80. The serious mini. 

because of Torque Induction. 

More versatility because of a Yi 

close-ratio, 5-speed racing When you know how they're built. 


Put your number 1 plate here. 
It'll look great for profile shots. 


The DeCarbon Monocross Suspen- 
sion System uses a single, nitrogen/ 
oil shock absorber to smooth away 
wheel wobble and fading. Its spring 
preload can be adjusted to the 
riders size and track conditions. 


A short-throw, 
five-speed racing 
transmission. 


FOURTH IN THE WORLD 


He used to be partly leaky; now he's 
America's first 500 GP winner. 


Photography by Dave Dewhurst, Jim Gianatsis and Staff 
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“7 decided I'd make 
more money racing 
motorcycles than 
working in a gas 
station with a 
diploma.” 
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Eagles, American Eagles 
America's strong just as long as they 
fly 
More bombers to attack with 
More bombers to paint the sky 
black with 
Eagles, American Eagles 
America sings of its wings in the sky 
Ted J. Baloney, noted 
L.A. radio personality 


“For what it was I think it was 
the best thing going," says Brad 
Lackey. He's not talking about 
bombers, but the open class 
American Eagle racing bike he rode 


early in his career. He had a shop 
ride. "I was so pumped. That was a 
killer bike then. It was light and 
fast." 

А lot of knobs have been ground 
down since then by America's first 
500 GP winner. Our own George 
Blimpton, already an ancient 26, 
remembers Brad from the early 
days. Here, let him recall those 
glorious days of yesteryear. “I 
remember being out at Indian 
Dunes and Brad would show up 
with this really wasted CZ, no 
knobs left on the tires, leaking out 
of every orifice. But it always ran 
and he won, bad tires and all.” 

Brad remembers those days too. 
Turn of the decade. He got his first 
Trans-Am action back in "70 on a 
bike borrowed from Carl Cranke. 
"CZ'd give us a new tire now and 
then. They’d measure the tread to 
see if I needed a new one.” 

How did Lackey and Cranke, 
now one of America’s premier ISDT 
riders and a national Endurance 
Trial champion himself, get 
together? “I got in touch with Carl 
because he was the killer tuner up 
north. He could make anything run 
fast.and stay together and he’d win 
all the races. We took all my bikes 
and he worked on them and I paid 
him 20 percent of what I won. We 
smoked everybody and spent the 
money fixing them up more.” 

Brad climbed aboard his first 
Honda 50 at age nine. He swept 
floors in a shop to buy a Hodaka. 
Then he earned $1265 (he still 
remembers the exact figure) to buy 
a 360 Montesa before switching to 
CZ in 1970. 
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He's crammed a lot into the last 
seven racing seasons. Brad's first 
European exposure was back in 
1971. He rode half the 250 GP 
schedule, dropping out of high 
school with three months to go. “Т 
decided I'd make more money 
racing motorcycles than working in 
a gas station with a diploma." He's 
quick to add that he doesn't 
recommend the same course of 
action to other racing hopefuls. His 
advice to anybody who doesn't have 
a factory inviting them to go 
overseas is to stay in school and get 
that diploma. 
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"['ve been riding 
ten years. | don't 
need to go practice. 
| just have to be in 
shape. 
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After returning from Europe 
Brad was second American in the 
Trans-Am, finishing a single point 
behind Mark Blackwell. 

In 1972 he won the 500 National 
Championship for Kawasaki. Brad 
won five of the eight races (he only 
rode five or six) and "edged" 
runner-up Gary Jones, who took the 
250 title that year, by a 2030 to 829 
point margin. Апа he was top 
American in the Trans-AMA series, 
finishing sixth. That was the year 
Ake Jonsson won the last nine races. 
Brad almost matched that. He was 
top American eight times. 


1973 saw his full participation in 
the 500 GP series. He finished 13th. 
Back here he won two 500 
Nationals, then was fired by 
Kawasaki. "They were going to fire 
everybody but Weinert had a 


two-year contract." 


Husky was quick to grab him for 
the 74 GPs. He finished tenth 
overseas. À year later he scored his 
first GP moto win and upped his 
world placing to sixth while also 
managing to win a 500 National. 

Last year he upped it to fifth in 
the world, added another GP moto 
win and finished second in the 
Trans-Am, the top American. 

ОГ Partly sounds like a real 
veteran, doesn't he? But the rider 
Roger DeCoster picks as the : 
American most likely to win a 
World Championship just turned 24 
this past July. The bearded 
"grizzled veteran" is just three years 
older than Bob Hannah and Marty 
Smith. 

Partly? Here’s Jim Pomeroy to 
explain. “It’s just a nickname now, 
but in the old days, "70 and 71, it 
was because he used to be partly 
leaky. He used to leave me places. 
He'd leave everybody. Not very 
dependable at all. He's more 
dependable now so we just call him 
Partly." 

It was Brad who foisted Jim's 
childhood nickname, Bimbo, upon 
an unsuspecting world. Brad 
overheard Jim's family call him by 
that name. "Jim begged me: Don't 
tell anybody. At the next riders’ 
meeting Jim was asked: Is that 
clear, Bimbo?” Which probably 
goes to show why Jim used to 
consider him partly leaky. 

The new, serious Partly has a few 
more responsibilities these days — 
Lori and Lia. He married Lori in 
1975 and Lia was born during the 
"76 GP season, shortly after 
Carlsbad. “Almost all motocross 
riders have girls." 

Brad's tuner, advisor and buddy 
is Steve Whitelock, whose career 
with Honda dates back to tuning 
Rex Staten's four-stroke effort. 
Before that he was a road race 
fettler for Kawasaki. That's where 
Brad first met him, back in ’72. 
Steve went to Europe last year too, 
taking care of business for Marty 
Smith and Pierre Karsmakers. 
Brad's quick to point out how much 
Steve's experience has been a help to 
him in getting launched on a new 
bike with a different factory. 
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Steve's looking forward to 
another European season as Brad 
tries to move that sixth, fifth, fourth 
progression up another notch or 
two. "Three more years to go, 
right? Bullshit! I'm not waiting that 
long. Not saying I was close to 
Heikki, but Roger and Gerrit — it's 
getting closer." 

А natural question is why the 
switch to Honda for 77? “I had 
some problems with the Husky 
factory in Europe changing bikes 
around and I was a little bit upset. 
Their engineers are a lot smarter 
than me, but they'd bring 
something completely different to a 
Grand Prix. I'd be used to riding 
one way and then I'd have to ride a 
completely different motorcycle. 
They just didn't have any respect 
for me. 

"They made a frame modification 
like the production bikes now so 
that it steered a lot better and 
sharper. They brought that to the 
Swedish GP and said: Here it is, try 
it. That was it. I didn't have a 
backup or anything so I had to ride 
it. In practice I went off a jump, a 
pavement dropoff, and I got all 
sideways and I did a big crash. 
When you're giving 100-percent 
effort on the limit, major changes 
like that just throw you off too 
much. 

“There wasn't that much 
difference in salary going from 
Husky to Honda. If Husky didn't 
want to listen to my ideas on how to 
change the production bike, that 
was fine, but I needed the bike I 
was riding the way I wanted it. 
With Honda personal preference 
changes are up to the rider. They 
came so good though, there's not 
much to do to them. 

"Steve and I went over in the 
middle of February. I rode one race 
on the "76 bike. Then we went to 
Japan for ten days testing and then 
back to Europe for some more 
international races. We got the GP 
bikes two days before a race in 
England and then we went to 
Belgium for the Easter trophy races. 
The next weekend was the first 
Grand Prix. Meantime, somewhere 
in there at an international, I 
crashed and broke my shoulder 
blade. I didn't really know it was 
broken until after the first Grand 
Prix." 

Brad was third at the U.S.G.P. at 
Carlsbad despite that second-moto 
crash that dropped him out of the 
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lead. Then in Canada he was 
second overall before England 
where Brad posted his win with a 
one-four ride. 

“I really wasn't prepared for any 
of those races. Like the week we 
came home — I got hit with a rock 
and had a mild concussion and the 
flu. Then I flew home sick and had 
jet lag and I really wasn't ready for 
Carlsbad. 

“T still wasn’t strong in Canada. 
It was hot there and after 30 
minutes I got tired. I got passed by 
Roger with two laps to go in the 
first race and finished third. I was 


The top four 500 world riders. If ID is 
necessary switch to reading Popular 
Guns and Sandwiches Quarterly. 


It must have been some celebration. 
Here our hero is brought to his knees 
by bottled water. 


leading the second race until five 
minutes to go when Gerrit passed 
me and I got second. I could have 
won in Canada if I had been 
halfway decent. 

“Then England, Heikki fell off 
and Roger broke down and I was 
there at the right time. I won a 
heat, beat Gerrit, but still I wasn’t 
really right. 

“The beginning of the season was 
a lot better. Usually, for me, it’s the 
second half. The first GP with my 
bad shoulder was a waste, but I got 
third in the next one, then won a 
heat in the next and maybe could 


“The AMA will do 
all kinds of things 


as long as it doesn't 
involve work. 
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“You can look at 
the way it's going. 
It probably had 
something to do 
with Mike 
Goodwin. ”" 
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have gotten an overall if the chain 
hadn't fallen off. Then Finland, I 
was second and third for second 
overall. 

“When I went back for the last 
three GPs I was 21 points behind 
Roger. The first race was Belgium. I 
got two thirds. In Luxembourg I 
got a fourth and fifth. I didn't have 
my suspension set up quite right. 
And Switzerland, all I got was a 
seventh. I had a flat in the other 
moto." 

Curious about the reason Brad 
hasn't ridden the world team 
motocross events for the U.S. the 


Steve Whitelock is the main man with 
the mean machine. Problems with the 
Honda during '77 were virtually nil. A 
thrown chain and two flats. Steve finds 
the European officials a lot easier to 
get along with at the races. 


last couple of years? 

“Т never heard a word from the 
AMA. If they had approached me 
at the right time so we could have 
set our schedule, even halfway 
through the season, I'd have ridden. 

“If they want to win the races 
their system is ridiculous. I 
personally think it should be the 
best America has to offer at the 


time. I think they should contact all 


the factories and get them all in on 
it and put a little money aside or 
have the AMA pay for it, whatever, 
and then have a meeting with all 
the top guys at one of the Nationals. 
Everybody knows who's winning 


the races, they know who's the 
fastest. Pick it right then. Like, for 
instance, this year I would have 
picked Marty (Smith) and Hannah 
and the two fastest guys in the 250. 

“Jim and I are the ones who got 
the whole thing started. We walked 
into the AMA and said, we are 
going to have a team. Let's go. Fix 
it. They send 85 AMA guys and 
spend a million dollars on Six Days 
(said with deliberate exaggeration), 
but motocross? No interest. We 
tried a lot of years and did the best 
we could and got no support from 
them. And then they do stuff like 
not picking the team until the day 
before and then say: OK, you guys 
ready to go? They did that to us last 
year. We said, you had all year to 
figure it out. It's too late now, we're 
not going. So that's why they hate 
us. Last year Jim wasn't 
approached at all and I was 
approached really late. They need 
somebody pushing them every 
second to do anything." 

Part of any athlete's dedication is 
his training program. "You need to 
practice on a bike something like 
you're racing. I didn't do that much 
last year because of the bike 
changes. Some of these guys 18 and 
19, it's really still fun to them, but 
I've been racing a long time. If I 
had to go practice three times a 
week besides race every Sunday, the 
race wouldn't be exciting. 

"T try to do the running and all 
the outside training so when it's 
Sunday and I haven't ridden all 
week, I'm ready to go. I've been 
riding ten years. I don't need to go 
practice. I just have to be in shape. 

“At the beginning of the season 
you have to run, even though it 
sounds stupid and it's no fun. But 
it's very important. А half-hour to 
45 minutes of continuous running. 
Five days a week, and then when 
the GPs start you're riding Saturday 
and Sunday so maybe you take a 
Monday off from running. 


“A lot of stretching is really 
important. Nobody does that much. 
The more limber you are, the less 
chance you're going to be hurt. 

“Not too much on weights, a little 
bit on the upper body, with barbells 
and isometrics. No heavy stuff. 
Isometrics have to be the hardest to 
do and I think they do the most for 
you. I use 12-pound weights, 
holding them out without moving 
for ten seconds, ten sets. I have a 
program that has 24 different 
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positions. It doesn't sound like 
much, but to get yourself to do it 
every day, it's serious. (Editor's 
Note: Watch for a future article 
detailing Brad's training program in 
greater depth.) 

"In the beginning you're waiting 
for the season to start and you have 
a goal. If I trained every day of the 
year I wouldn't be mentally happy. 
So I quit when I get tired mentally. 
If you've been training all year you 
won't get out of shape in two 
weeks." 

Brad did want to make a few 
comments about stadium motocross. 
“You can look at the way it's going. 
It probably had something to do 
with Mike Goodwin. He moved 
right in and took over Saddleback 
and that was gone soon enough. 
(Editor's Note: According to Vic 
Wilson of Saddleback the race had 
lost money during the past three 
years.) And now Carlsbad is gone. 
There are so many Southern 
California enthusiasts who want to 
see a good motocross race and they 
have two choices: Superbowl and 
Anaheim. Somebody's doing 
something because there aren't any 
real races anymore and there should 
be. 

“You have what at a Trans-Am? 
5000 to 10,000 people, 12,000 
maximum and the promoters pay 
the purse and they’re happy as a 
clam. They’re making money. 
What’s Goodwin got? Sixty 
thousand paying up to 15 dollars a 
ticket and he pays a purse that’s not 
much bigger and he says he doesn’t 
make a penny. The riders can’t do a 
thing about it. A lot of the guys 
don’t like to ride those stadium 
races, but Goodwin is smart. 
Anybody gives him a problem, he 
just goes above them. 

“Stadium racing should pay a big 
purse according to how many 
people go, a percentage of the gate, 
like car races. We should make 
more money because there’s more 
risk. I heard that some high school 
racer got snuffed at Anaheim. 
(Editor’s Note: That is apparently 
true. The 1975 event was not 
AMA-sanctioned and they could not 
confirm or deny a fatality. The 
AMA eliminated high school racing 
from the program with their 1976 
sanction.) It’s not good to hide the 
fact that stadium motocross is more 
dangerous and should pay more 
money. 

"I'm not trying to get on 
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Goodwin’s case. I’m just trying to 
have the public be able to see some 
racing. I don’t want to see 
spectators taken away from stadium 
motocross. When stadium racing 
started they said it would bring out 
a lot of first-time viewers who 
would then want to go see the real 
racing too. But look at the way it’s 
going. They cut back on the real 
races and up the stadium events.” 
In seven years Brad Lackey has 
matured from being Partly Leaky to 
becoming America’s Great White 
Knobby Hope. No Friday morning 
fly-in, Sunday night fly-home for 


him during the GP season. No 
contingency purses, few 
promotional contracts, miniscule 
GP purses and the continual hassles 
of border-crossing, currency 
exchange and strange-sounding 
words. But he’s going for the big 
one, the one that means it all 
among the world’s best. It’s a lot 
easier to be a hero in your backyard 
and probably more lucrative these 
days, but there’s something about 
being the best in the world that 
transcends money and convenience. 
At least Brad Lackey thinks so. And 
that’s all that counts. Bring it all 
back home, Brad. Real soon. o 
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^We said, you had 

all year to figure it 
out. It’s too late 
now, we're not 
going. So that's 

why they hate из.” 
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THREE IN A ROW 


U.S. 


NATIONAL 
SPEEDWAY 


Suddenly, it’s gonna dawn on you... Bast is best 


They cheer. They boo. One 
thing’s certain. Nobody’s neutral 
about Mike Bast, the champ. He 
dominates his sport in America. 

Speedway championships are 
annual one-night affairs around the 
world. Get it up and go for it. Five 
heats and let’s see who’s best when 
it’s all on the line. 

Except for a one-year fling at the 


The thrill of victory . . . 


by Len Weed 


Photography by Pat Brady 


Los Angeles Coliseum, Costa Mesa 
has been the site of the national 
final since the rebirth of the sport in 
California. Costa Mesa is also 
Penhall country. Bruce Penhall, the 
Fox, the 20-year-old challenger. 
Second in season scoring in 1976, 
first іп 77. Many consider him the 
heir apparent. 

It looked like the classic match- 


Jubilation . . . 


Hugging... 
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Number One again. 
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Continued hugging . . . 
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up. Adding to the drama — the 
luck of the draw. The pair would 
go head-to-head in the final heat of 
the evening. And when it was over 
it was Bast on top again. For the 
third straight year and the fifth 
time in the last seven tries. 

For the second straight year 
"Crazy" Alan Christian (top scorer in 
the qualifiers) played a pivotal role 
in adding drama to the Datsun- 
Coors-KEZY-sponsored champion- 
ship meet. Last year it was 
Christian who beat Bast in the 
opening heat. That set up the 
decider in a final confrontation 
between Bast and Penhall. 

Again this year Mike failed to win 
his first ride as Northern California's 
top-ranked rider, Mike Faria, beat 
him in the opening heat. 

Then Christian dealt Penhall the 
defeat Bast needed to keep his title 
hopes alive. It was the most frantic 
heat of the evening. Christian, who 
grabbed the lead from his pole 
position, held off Penhall's banzai 
charge, drifting him virtually into 
the boards and then shutting off the 
inside line around the pipe. 

Steve Bast, like Penhall, won his 
first two heats. Steve, national 


pont d \` 


The runner-up. Steve Bast (left) and 
Bruce Penhall reflect on what might 
have been... 


And the inevitable champagne 
dousing. 


champion in 1969 and 1974, did not 
compete last year, but was back on 
the gas in "77, looking for his third 
title. 

The brotherly confrontation was 
scheduled immediately after the 
Penhall-Christian duel as the final 
heat before intermission. If Steve 
had won it he would have taken a 
9-8-7 lead. But Mike took it, 
creating a three-way tie for first at 
eight points apiece. 

That logjam of front-runners was 
broken up immediately after the 
break. Bruce and Steve went 
head-to-head. Steve got the jump 
but Bruce went around to take the 
win. Now all Penhall had to do was 
wait for the final heat of the 
evening. But Mike still had to win 
one more heat to head into that 
final tussle tied at 11 points. And 
win it he did, but he had to pass 
Mark Cherry to do it. 

Two heats later Steve won his 
final race, compounding the drama 
of the final heat confrontation. 
Whoever won the heat would win 
the championship. And whoever 
finished second faced a runoff for 
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Mike Bast leading Scott Sivadge. 


SIDEWAYS IN SEVENTY-SEVEN 


Nothing like picking up after a 
30-year layoff. Houston was the 
scene of the first AMA-sanctioned 
speedway final since 1947. The 
January 30th meet was resolved 
when Mike Curoso topped Scott 
Autrey in a runoff on the same 
track that had been used for the 
Class C TT and shorttrack openers 
the preceding two days. 

Meanwhile, back in Southern 
California, home of the un- 
sanctioned but generally accepted 
"real" national final, all was not 
exactly hearts and flowers. The 
major promoter, Harry Oxley of 
International Speedway Inc., 
received demands from a number 
of riders seeking a 40-percent slice 
of the gate. Oxley claimed this 
would put him in the red and an 
impasse resulted. Oxley then 
pulled out of the riders' sanction- 
ing body, the SRA, and announced 
he was going racing — anybody 
who wanted to come along at the 
usual 30 percent was invited. 

The season openers were delayed 
three weeks and the early races 
were picketed by the striking 
riders, but eventually most 
returned to the flock. 

The team racing reactivated in 
"76 was scrapped as a result of the 
hassles and it was open racing as 
usual in Costa Mesa, Irwindale, 
Ventura and San Bernardino. 
Racer and actor (Father Knows 
Best) Billy Gray turned promoter. 
He tried to revitalize racing 
interest in Bakersfield, but even 
Darth Vader and the power of the 
Force couldn’t pump attendance. 

Things settled down and second 
division (Novice) racing featured 


three young ladies among the 
sideways lads. 

Then, later in the year, some 
more controversy. Scott Autrey, 
who finished ninth in the world 
last year, had to come home from 
British Speedway League racing to 
qualify to ride the Inter- 
Continental world semifinal in 
England. Two other overseas 
Americans accompanied him, 
Steve Gresham and Mike Curoso. 

While the AMA could have 
seeded Autrey or anyone else to 
the Inter-Continental, such 
practice is not the norm. New 
Zealand's Ivan Mauger, who won 
his fifth world title in September, 
had to plane home to qualify. 
Still, some questioned the decision. 

Bast won the Costa Mesa 
qualifier for England and Penhall 
topped Autrey in a runoff for the 
second American slot. 

Bast and РепһаП flew to 
England three weeks early for the 
specific purpose of getting some 
experience on the much longer 
overseas tracks, as well as dialing 
in their bikes. For three weeks the 
door was slammed in their face, 
despite assurances from the AMA 
that they would be able to ride in 
England. Both received offers to 
race in the British Speedway 
League, but only after the 
Inter-Continental Final. Mike and 
Bruce wound up on strange bikes 
with virtually no practice and 
finished dismally. 

But all the overseas unpleas- 
antness became ancient history at 
Costa Mesa. The track may be 
small, but the show was grand 
indeed. 


Penhall (45) topped two-time champion 


Steve Bast for second place. 


second spot against Steve Bast. 

Finally, the showdown. Bast was 
the first out, riding immediately to 
his starting position on the outside, 
the same slot he had for his first 
heat loss. No one had won from the 
outside spot all evening. Penhall 
delayed, as he had before each 
previous heat, making the field wait 
for him. He lined up beside 
pole-sitter Jim Fishback. The tapes 
went up, Bast swooped outside 
while Bruce grabbed a little too 
much traction. Despite Bruce’s 
desperate attempts, it was over. 

The runoff for second saw 
Penhall grab the lead, then coast 
home when Steve slid into the wall. 

The 16 finalists divided a purse of 
approximately $16,000. Mike’s win 
meant a purse, contingency and 
bonus payoff of over $5000. Not 
bad for five minutes’ work, but 
what ап  adrenalin-packed five 
minutes before 8127 screaming 
fanatics. 

So, nine seasons after the Great 
SoCal Sideways Revival, the score- 
card for national championships 
reads: Rick Woods — two, Steve 
Bast — two and Mike Bast — five. 
Is there any doubt? 


RESULTS 


October 15, 1977 
Costa Mesa, California 


Finishes Pts. 


. Mike Bast 14 
. Bruce Penhall 
. Steve Bast 
. Alan Christian . 
. Mike Faria .... 
. Kelly Moran... 
. Larry Shaw 
. Dennis Sigalos 
. Ron Preston 
. Bob Schwartz 
. Scott Sivadge 
. Steve Columbo 
. Mike Muntean 
. Dave Sims 
. Mark Cherry 
. Jim Fishback 
Scoring: 3 points for 1st, 2 points for 2nd, 
point for 3rd. 
*Won runoff for second with Steve Bast. 
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All the potentially breakable parts stayed unbroken, but then Bruce would 


PE = m xe 
чиа - 5 x 


have killed anybody who pranged his baby. The tank, fenders, side plates, number 
plate and the gas cap are unbreakable plastic; even the headlight cover is a 


hvdrocarbon derivative. 


You there, come over here, would 
you please? Yes, you in the Belstaff 
jacket. Oh, don't be coy, step over 
here and have a seat. 

"If it's about religion, forget it. 
The last one I had still makes me 
feel guilty whenever I have fun in 
the dark, and I quit it eight years 
ago." 

No, no, nothing like that, sir. I'd 
just like to get a few of your 
thoughts on what would constitute 
the perfect enduro bike. Let me just 
pull out one of my questionnaires, 
here — uh, sir, would you mind not 
chewing on the pencils? 

"Oh, uh, sure. Sorry." 

Yes. Well, first off, what 
displacement class would you 
prefer? 125? 250P Something in a 
400, perhaps? 


one is light, like a 125, so you can 
pull it out of mudholes without 


killing yourself, but with enough | 


torque to keep you from getting | 


stuck in the first place." 


I see. Very good. So you'd like to | 


see a 125-size frame, with something 
like a 55-inch wheelbase, I take it. 
"Sounds about right. And it's got 
to have all the good suspension 
parts, with seven or eight inches of 


travel at both ends. Leading axle | 


forks, of course. Everything that 
doesn't have to Ье 
aluminum should be unbreakable 
plastic, cause everybody falls down 
once in a while." 

Certainly. What's your favorite 
color, sirP 

"Huh?" 


steel or | 


Color, what color do you like? | 


"No, uh, I like 175s a lot. A good 


Oh, never mind. The tablecloth is | 


BL 
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blue, I'll just write down “sky blue" 
here. Go on. 

"Yeah. Uhh, handling. The thing 
should be able to do anything, wind 
around trees, bash through rock 
fields, go straight in sand whoops, 
for desert enduros . . ." 

Whoops? Did you spill somethingP 

"Big bumps in the sand. You 
know, whoops.” 


What? 
"Anyway, the bike should be easy 
to ride, forgiving — confidence- 


inspiring, that’s it, confidence- 
inspiring. Enduro riding is tough 
enough without having to think 
about the bike all the time, trying 
to figure out what it’s going to do 
next, you know?” 

I'll have to take your word for it. 
Anything else? 

"Lemme think. All the good stuff 
should come with the bike, like a 
tool bag, folding levers, a good 
chain guard and tensioner, enduro- 
legal lights, good tires, a good 
speedo with a resettable odometer, 
and some kind of quick-change rear 
axle setup, in case you have to fix a 
flat fast. Oh, yeah, gonna need a 
bash plate and primary kick 
starting, the thing has to have a 
good power-to-weight ratio — " 

Easy there, big fella, that's quite 
enough for now. One last question, 
before I catch the Clipper for 
Tokyo. How much should this 
machine cost? 

“Hmmmm. It'd probably have to 
sell for 17 or 18 hundred dollars, 
with all that stuff on it. For 12 
hundred dollars it'd be a steal." 

What would you say if I told you 
it could be made for a thousand 
dollars? 

"A one and three zeros? I'll take 
two. Where can I buy one? Hey, 
mister, come back. Where're you 
going?” 

Must be off now, got to get into 
production. Can’t thank you 
enough, sir. You'll be hearing from 
us sometime in early '77. Bye now. 


THE THINGS WE RODE — 
LAST SUMMER 

The first IT175 was considered a 
breakthrough when released early 
in "77, even in the light of its bigger 
brothers. It was extremely compet- 
itive, with nimble and forgiving 
handling. It had a wide, torquey 
powerband, yet was a scant 
bike-length slower than its fastest 
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The Great DIRT BIKE Waterproofing Test. Or, Can Rik Really Wheelie Like My Sister Kate? 


competitor, the 175 Penton KTM, 
in a through-the-gears drag race. Its 
suspension was fully equal to the 
demands of slow rock-bashing, tight 
woods riding and special test 
berserking. 

And it came stock with some 
details that only the savviest of 
enduro riders had incorporated into 
their personal European woods 
weapons. Clearly, Yamaha was 
serious about making a competitive 
enduro machine. 


The trick quick-change rear wheel 
setup. Yank off the chain, pull the 
brake rod up and out of the arm, pull 
the pins in the rear of the swingarm, 
loosen the axle nut and out comes the 
whole mess. ISDTers throw the pins 
away, weld the far side adjusting snail 
to the axle, and practice a lot. 
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CH-CH-CH-CH-CHANGES 

Yamaha has, for the most part, 
left well enough alone. Changes in 
the 1978 "E" model IT are all minor 
refinements, none of them visible, 
that make a couple of the bike's 
strong points stronger, and which 
should eliminate one of its few weak 
points altogether. 

A "dump" chamber, a pressure- 
reflecting restriction in the middle 
section of the pipe, has been added 
to give the IT more pulling power 
in the mid-range of the powerband. 
It works. Our IT was noticeably 
torquier, with smoother power 
delivery and more mid-range punch 
than an ISDT-prepared 77 IT we 


The air cleaner stayed dry, even after a 
dunk at the Dunes. Air enters at the 
top; the bottom seam is well-sealed, 
but some Silicone Seal wouldn't hurt. 


had occasion to ride during our test. 
Yes, you heard it here first. The IT 
you can buy today has more engine 
than the ITs ridden by Yamaha's 
best. 

And it's more reliable. Some of 
last year's 175 gearboxes had a nasty 
habit of going south at precisely the 
wrong time — like on the fourth 
day of the ISDT. Yamaha has 
beefed the gears involved to 
eliminate this problem, leaving the 
ratios the same. Only time and this 
years ISDT will tell whether or not 
the gears have been beefed enough. 


The little engine that could. It breathes 
through a 34mm Mikuni and a 
four-petal reed valve, and puts out a 
well-balanced mix of torque and 
horsepower. 


The rear sprocket has lost a tooth; 
it carries 41 instead of last year's 42. 
The countershaft sprocket has the 
same old 12 — obviously Yamaha 
has made the overall gearing taller 
to take full advantage of the torque 
produced by the new pipe. 


MEANWHILE, BACK 
IN THE DIRT... 

As you may have guessed by now, 
we like the IT. Every dirt-eater who 
threw a leg over it came back to the 
trucks smiling. 

The litle IT has a way of 
seducing new riders very quickly. 
Unlike some of the more expensive 
and exotic Eurobikes, the IT doesn't 


give you the feeling that it’ll take 
you three months to learn how to 
ride it without making an ass of 
yourself. 

Zeal came in babbling about the 
power. "It's the kind of bike a 175 is 
supposed to be — light and quick 
like a 125, but with the torque of a 
250 when you need it. I really like 
that motor." 

Bruce, as always, was concerned 
with rock romping and tight woods 
running. "I'm basically very pleased 
with the bike. The excellent torque 
will give you a good pull out of 
each corner." 

And these words from one of our 
veteran enduro consultants. "There 
are some things you can change on 
it and it's still cheaper than the 
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European bikes. I think the footpegs 
are too low and it needs a steeper 
head angle. But those are things 
that can be changed with a torch. 
Im glad to hear they looked into 
the gearbox, there was a reliability 
problem there. And you can play 
around with YZ suspension on it if 
you want. I think it's got to be the 
best buy in its class for the money. 
Set it up the way you want it and it 
may be the best buy, period." 

What did a Who-Can-Get-To- 
The-Top-Of-Pike's-Peak-First class 
winner think of it? "Before I rode it, 
I knew I wanted one to ride the 
Two Days with next year. After 
riding it for a while, I decided I 
didn't want one at all. Then after I 
got home, I went out into the 
garage, sat there and looked at it 
for a while. I want one. 

“Му only real complaint with the 
IT175 is that it needs a little more 
of everything (except power). 
Probably for most riders, the 
present package will be just peachy. 
For someone my size (six foot, 180) 
to ride it in the Two Days, it would 
need stiffer and longer suspension 
and a taller, firmer seat. The 
suspension from the YZ might be 
better. It would help the ground 
clearance, too. I had a lot of trouble 
getting traction with the front 
wheel. I think my weight was just 
too much for it and I was 
unweighting the front unneces- 
sarily. Fiddling with the suspension, 
especially the rear, may help. I'd 
like to try one with new tires, 
maybe Metzelers for this Southern 
California powder and hard-pack. 

"It would be interesting to see 


what would happen if you pulled 
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the rake back a degree or two. 

"The engine is just fantastic. It's 
plenty competitive for most 
situations and yet the powerband is 
super-wide. Most folks won't need 
more. I'd like the overall gearing to 
be a bit taller for Two Days. 
Tapered roller bearings in the 
steering head make for an incredibly 
smooth feel. It accentuates the 
lightness of the machine. 

"What a neat little bike. I just 
wish it was bigger and that it 
turned with a bit more precision." 

The little blue buzzer felt at 
home in two feet of water, on bald 
and sun-baked SoCal hills and in 
tight stream-bed switchbacks. We 
even took it whooping over 
Karsmakers’ and Weinert's favorite 
quick-and-handy sandy practice 


track. We couldn't faze the thing. 
It's no ’crosser, but . . . 


Rick Munyon on his 175 Czech chaser. 


BUT ON THE OTHER HAND 
Still, we get paid for finding 
things wrong with motorcycles. 
The ground clearance is deficient 
by about an inch, two if you use the 
factory-option centerstand which 
swallows about an inch of rock- 
room all by itself. Serious 
competitors may want to use the 
YZ125 forks and monoshock, which 
bolt right on. Gives you the 
clearance, and you've still spent 
three or four hundred less than you 
would have for some other bikes. 
The pipe is well-tucked-in, and is 
somewhat silent (there's a kit to 
make the noise California trail- 


legal, but the rubber-mounted 
silencer/spark arrestor has a 
tendency to fall off. A second 


silencer bracket, mounted to the 
rear of the stock bracket, is in 
order, but you'll have to make it 
yourself if Yamaha doesn't see the 
light before you buy. 

One of the footpegs fell off during 
our first ride — the bolt just 
unscrewed and hid in the sand. Our 
fault, really — we should have 
checked the bolt before we started. 


The 520 chain comes extremely well-protected. First, there's the roller 

on the swingarm pivot, then the tensioner, and, right before the rear 
sprocket is the steel rock-guard and guide. The steel and rubber mud-guard 
assembly keeps wheel-thrown glop away from the pins and rollers. 


Spokes needed minor tightening ride. Heard words were: I like to 


once — and behaved admirably 
ever after. 

The bars were a subject of lively 
discussion. Some liked them, some 
didn’t. The grips were fine. The 
seat, like the one on the IT250, was 
too soft for comfort; it blistered 
buns on the sit-downers after a long 


ride on motorcycles, not in them. 

Clutch pull was light and 
positive; the engine started on the 
third kick when hot, unless you 
wanted to put out that extra effort 
on the first or second. Brakes were 
typical Yamaha: strong and 
sensitive. 


DIRT BIKE 


What folds in this picture? The shifter, 
the footpeg and the kickstand. Got you 
on the kickstand, didn't we? 


Waterproofing was excellent. The 
only way we could drown the thing 
was to leave it running as it lay on 
its side in a pool of aqua pura. 

Serious riders admire the nice 
vinyl tool bag, then replace it with 
а tank-mounted  Hi-Point bag. 
Unless you wire the two zippers on 
the bag together, it'll spill Yamaha's 
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cheap tools all along the trail. 
Saves weight, you know. 


PRECIOUS METALS... MEDALS? 

Its a likeable, little brother sort 
of a bike; riding it is kind of like 
being carried around piggyback by 
a young Mickey Rooney. The air of 
eager innocence it exudes leads you 
into trying things you never had the 
confidence to try before; and the 
handling and tractable power put 
you at the top of the hill or the end 


YAMAHA IT175E 


Price (retail, approx.)............ $1048 


Engine Type: Two-stroke single, reed- 

valved piston port 
Displacement: se s. sm sau satanen. 171cc 
Bore&Stroke ........... 66mmx50mm 
Compression Ratio .............. 7.4:1 
Сагоигеноп 5...2... 34mm Mikuni 
Primary Drives ace 293 3.227:1 
Transmission Ratios: 

1)3.09 (34.1 overall) 

2)2.07 (22.8) 

3) 1.50 (16.5) 

4) 1.19 (13.1) 

5) 1.00 (11.0) 

6)0.84 (9.3) 
Final Drive е 3.42 ratio 


12-tooth countershaft 
41-tooth rear sprocket 


Electrical System ........ CDI magneto 
Lúbneaton эс es eee ee Pre-mix 
Fuel Capacity... .9.16 liters (2.5 gallons) 
ENAMEL йыт: Бол н Double cradle 
Suspension: 


Front: 195mm travel (7.68 inches) 
Yamaha leading axle 

185mm travel (7.28 inches) 
Yamaha monoshock; measured 
at the rear axle 


Rear: 


Tires: 
Eront-- 2% 3.00x21 Bridgestone MX 
RIDERE E 4.10x18 IRC MX 
Brakes 
Front: is os Cable-operated conical 
Rear oe dens Rod-operated conical 
Instruments: Speedometer, with re- 
settable trip odometer 
Бап «- ane Enduro — head and tail 
Silencer v. зе» Yes, moderately loud 
Spark Arrestor.......... Yes, approved 
Primary. Кекте Yes 
WAITER г» шектш DEN Y Мопе 
DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase ...... 138.5cm (54.5 inches) 


Swingarm length. . .45cm (17.75 inches) 
Ground clearance .25.5ст (10.25 inches) 


Bars: Widths: ae meros 85cm (34 inches) 
Height... 84cm (33 inches) 
Pegs: Height ....... 29cm (11.5 inches) 
УМА. 45cm (17.75 inches) 
Seat height .......... 89cm (35 inches) 


Weight: 101.8kg (224 pounds) actual 
with one gallon of gas; 45.596 
on front wheel, 54.596 on rear 
wheel 


of the stream bed with a grin on 
your face, wondering why you ever 
hesitated in the first place. It's a 
bike that can really be accurately 
described using the word “scoot.” 
Its fast, light, handles well, is 
almost unbreakable and is fun and 
forgiving to ride. As if that weren't 
enough, it sells for hundreds of 
dollars less than anything else in its 
clas. If you can't get Yamaha to 
lend you one, try cold, hard cash 
instead. o 


NEXT MONTH 


Yamaha's ISDT team manager Bill Stewart 
talks about the development of the IT bikes. Plus 


plenty of set-up tips from both Bill and Rick 


Munyon, who rode ап 17175 in the 


Czechoslovakian ISDT. 
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Gunnar's Gasser 


Less cable, less cable drag, less injuries, less damage leading to DNFs. 
Makes a great gift for someone you care about. 


Yet another breakthrough: 

How many of you have ever crashed, 
DNFed or both due to a kinked throttle 
cable? Well, ‘fess up. Or how about 
hooking your throttle cable on a 
branch or someone else's bike for an 
instant and unexpected WFO? 

Once upon а time, years ago when I 
was a Junior, I had the pleasure of 
crashing three times in a single moto. 
The first was my fault, but the second 
and third were because of a kinked 
cable. The third getoff was a wide- 
open-in-fourth number over a jump. 
One to remember for sure. 

The Whirlpull Safety Throttle Grip 
begins life as a normal Swedish-made 
throttle that pulls the inner wire 
around a drum. As it leaves the drum, 


by George Wegner 


it is then routed around a small pulley 
made of a space-age plastic that needs 
no lubrication. The cable is turned 90 
degrees so that it is now directed along 
next to the bar and out of harm's way. 
The plastic wheel is protected from 
dirt and grit by an O-ring under the 
top cover. 

When compared to a cable that is 
sticking out from the bars at a 90- 
degree angle, this cable is much less 
likely to be damaged by a fall or by 
knocking into something. And there's 
no loop to catch on passing trees. 

As a bonus, the cable is shorter and 
Teflon-lined, making the effort 
required to twistthe grip considerably 
less. 

Turn it around so that the cable is 
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directly behind the bar and routed 
under the tank and you'll never have to 
worry about it again. 

We've been using one for some time 
and are very impressed with the 
smoothness of operation. 

Many of the world's top riders, 
Nationally and Internationally, are 
now using the “Gunnar Gasser,” 
designed by our own Gunnar 
Lindstrom. You can find them 
wherever Moto-X Fox and Torsten 
Hallman accessories are available. 
The throttle grip has a suggested retail 
price of $16.95 and the Terry cable 
goes for $6.95. 

We all need one of these. It also 
makes a great gift for someone you 
care about. © 


DIRT BIKE 


PAYS PRYDE dada 


FOR THE FINEST IN CYCLE ACCESSORIES 


A unique 
PERSONALIZED 


WATCH 


Send a photo of yourself, 
or someone you care 
about, to be painted on the 
face of this sturdy all 
purpose watch. Or, have 
your caricature, riding your 
favorite bike. There are 
eight illustrations to choose 
from. 


Please allow 
6 weeks for € 
ONLY $24.95 TO $44.95 with reinforced elbows 


C. 17 jewel self-winding, Plus the MX ACTION 


A. Full one yr. service 
warranty. 


B. 17 jewel shock and shock and water 


DIET BIKE 


RACING JERSEY 


Racing Jerseys for rugged 
good looks. The finest 
racing jerseys available 
today. Worn by the pros. 
All jerseys are vented, 


logo or DIRT BIKE logo on 


MAGAZINE 


ONLY $15.95 


water resistant. Exquisite resistant. Silver tone case both sides. Order while 


gold tone case with 
stainless steel back. 
Two-year service. 


with stainless steel back. 
Two year service 
warranty. 


YOUR COPIES OF DIRT BIKE AND 
MOTOCROSS ACTION AND 

VAN WORLD MAGAZINES 

are well worth keeping and 

worth keeping welll 


Protect and preserve 
those priceless back 
issues in handsome, bf 
tough, durable binders. — 
Designed exclusively for 
DB, MX and VW — a 
rich finish with gold \ 
embossed lettering on y Ж S- 
both the front and the Adi. G 
spine. puce. 


GLOVES 


Finest pigskin. Extruded 
rubber knuckle and 
thumb proctector. 
Seamless thumb for 


Eur a el A Must For All Riders! 
S,M,L ONLY $6.95. 


ONLY $6.45. 


Ш 


ВЕ OUT-SPOKEN 
Tell Your Story With MEM 

DIRT BIKE, MOTOCROSS ACTION, 
VAN WORLDI 

SIZE: 3-5/8x2-7/8" 

ONLY 25 cents each. Or 5 for $1.00. 


fU 


ТЕГА 


HEAR THEM SAY... 
“What a super gift idea.” А 


supply lasts. 


YOU CAN ALMOST 


won) труп J 


T-SHIRT. 


ONLY $4.95 and, $5.95 (emblem on both sides). 


BE A HIT ON OR OFF 
THE TRACK WITH A 


DIRT 
BIKE 


SWEATSHIRT 
ONLY $8.45. 


ZA 


re. Кд, 


TEE-RIFIC 


THE GREAT LOOKING 
SUMMER TEES 

Choppers stay-cool 

tank and tee collection 

can really take the 

wear and tear of 

summer fun. 

ONLY $4.45 each. ` 


FABULOUS EASY FIT, EASY CARE 
TOPS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. 
SELECT YOUR FAVORITE DESIGN. 
ALL GRAPHICALLY 
ILLUSTRATED. Shop at home the 
convenient way!....Men’s sizes 
only. 


M-253 ENDURO 
M-114 DRACULA SUCKS 
M-248 BULTACO 
M-250 HARLEY DAVIDSON (Road Race) 
M-281 HARLEY DAVIDSON WINGS 
M-531 CANADA 
M-236 YAMAHA (Oriental Wizardry) 
M-617 OLYMPIA BEER 
M-130 HARLEY DAVIDSON #1 
M-255 MAICO 
M-535 IF IT FEELS GOOD DO IT 
M-592 DIRTY OLD LADIES (need love too) 
M-254 DO IT IN THE DIRT 
M-241 HONDA 4EVER 
М-249 JAWA CZ 
L-15 KEEP ON TRUCKIN 
M-286 NORTON 
C-050 YAMAHA (flaming) 
M-108 NEXT! 
M-170 SEX... GIVE TILL IT HURTS 
M-252 MOTOCROSS 
M-219 HARLEY '74 
SUZUKI 
M-516 LETS BOOGIE 
CM- CHOPPERS MAGAZINE 
M-247 OSSA 
M-245 HUSQVARNA 
MXA MOTOCROSS ACTION MAGAZINE 
M-246 KAWASAKI 
M-51 CHOPPERS INC. 
M-237 Triumph 
M-66 CHOPPER TRIUMPH 
M-180 U.S 
M-182 BOONES FARM 
ON 


HONDA 
BB BIG BIKE MAGAZINE 
M-244 BSA 
M-240 SUZUKI 
M-270 TRIUMPH (off road) 
М-613 COORS 
M-268 DODGE VAN 
M-172 THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT 
PENTON 
DB- DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
RV- VAN WORLD MAGAZINE (do it in 
your van) 


For the finest protection . 
Hydron-Coated HYDRON CuATED 


GOGGLES ici 


* prevents 

fogging * Convenient 
adustable strap . . . fits ms — 
everyone. ONLY $6.95. 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. P.Q. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


Be Sure To Include All Neccessary Information and To Enclose A Check Or Money Order For the Correct Amount 


For Each Product Ordered. 
(Please indicate color and size requested) 
ZIP Nevada residents add Sales Tax. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 
WATCH Include Photo 

Indicate hair color. Eye color. 

Name on watch Complexion. 


О Desert Racer О Chopper C] MX O Enduro 
Racer Street Bike O Mini Bike Drag Racer 
O Cafe Racer 

A. $24.95 watch (s) 
B. $39.95, watch (s) 
C. $44.95 watch (s) 


Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch 
ordered. Be sure to indicate how many watches and 
which bike (s) desired on dial. 


GOGGLES Û 
#70 $6.95. (Add $1.00 for postage and handling) 


DBG-8 


BINDERS $6.45 each, plus $1.00 
postage for each binder ordered. 
DIRT BIKE C VAN WORLD 
MOTOCROSS ACTION 


PIGSKIN GLOVES O 


T-SHIRT: with emblem on front............... 


SWEATSHIRTS: emblem on front ... 
TANK SHIRT: with emblem on front .......... 


emblem on both sides........... 


emblem on both ѕійеѕ...................... 


DIRT BIKE Racing Jersey.................. 


Indicate quantity pair(s) MXA Racing Јегѕеу....................... 
and size. $6.95 for each pair Add $.75 per shirt for postage and handling. 
ordered. JS M L COLORS 
T-SHIRTS: White Red Yellow 
STICKIES 25 cents each, or Sweatshirts: O Red OYellow OBlue OWhite 
5 for $1.00 TANK SHIRTS: []Orange OYellow OBlue 
DIRT BIKE DIRT BIKE Racing Jersey: ORed OYellow OBlue 


MOTOCROSS ACTION 
VAN WORLD MAGAZINE 


SIZE (Men's sizes only) 


Small 


Medium OLarge О Xtralarge 


EMBLEM No. 


If you spot something here that tickles your 
fancy and you decide to order or maybe just send 
for more info, be sure to mention that you saw it 
in DIRT BIKE Magazine. We already know that 
they exist. Laying your and our name on them lets 
them know that we too have weight and take up 
space. And, equally important, it tells them that 
you are a loyal reader of the MIGHTY DB, and 
proud of it. 


FOX POWER FOR RM125Bs 

Moto-X Fox, the people who revolution- 
ized the shock absorber field with the Fox 
Air Shox, are proud to announce their new 
expansion chamber, carb kit and porting for 
the Suzuki RM125B. This is the setup 
which Pat Richter used to take top 
American placing at the U.S.G.P. in Ohio. 
The pipe is made from precision stampings 
to guarantee the smoothest flow and best 
performance. It features a tapered head 
pipe. The 34mm Mikuni carb kit comes 
pre-jetted and increases power compared 
to the stock 32mm unit. It is strictly a 
bolt-on and includes a selection of main jets 
for fine tuning. Moto-X Fox porting for the 
B will run you $90. Write: Moto-X Fox, 520 
McGlincy Lane, Campbell, California 95008; 
(408) 371-1221. 


TOUGH TERRAIN CONTROL 
T. T.C. forks were designed to offer a top- 
quality front suspension system at an 
affordable price. They're available to fit 
most popular brands and feature: a full 9.75 
inches of travel, 35mm induction-hardened, 
chrome-plated extension tubes, super-light 


cast alloy legs, 18-25-pound chrome 
silicone springs and a stunning, brilliant 
yellow finish on the lower legs and crowns. 
The suggested retail price is $220. For more 
information contact T.T.C. Products, 155 
E. Liberty Ave., Ste. A & B, Anaheim, 
California 92801; (714) 526-3322. 


THE "MEDALIST" JACKET 

Get the quilted wet-look in bright yellow 
with a blue and red stripe down each 
sleeve, and Malcolm's new Gold Medal 
logo patch on the front. Double-duty 
pockets open from the side and there is a 
drawstring around the bottom. They're 
available in XS, S, M, L and XL (they run 
big) for $39.95 from Malcolm Smith, 888 
Marlborough, Riverside, California 92507; 
(714) 686-1006, or from any Malcolm Smith 
dealer. 


“THE ANSWER" FOR '77 YZDs 
Answer Products has just come up with 
this 4130 chrome moly Бох section 


swingarm for monoshockers. It was 
developed by top motocrossers and is 
stronger and lighter than stock. Say 
good-bye to thrown chains from swingarm 
flex. The 125 arm is 10mm longer than 
stock and the 250/400 arm is 30mm longer 
for added stability and control. One can be 
yours for $139.95 (125) or $149.95 
(250/400). The Luft reservoir is not 
included in the price, but may be ordered 
from: Answer Products, Inc., 11555 
Amanda Drive, Studio City, California 
91604; (213) 761-3135. 


BULTACO INTAKO 

G.E.M. Products is making a Bultaco 
manifold to adapt the 38mm Mikuni ог 
Lectron carbs to the latest 250 Astro and 
late-model 360s and 370s. It is made of cast 
aluminum, roto-finished for good looks and 
smooth flow characteristics. Comes 
complete with rubber flange adapter and 
hardware. Retail price is under $25. 
Contact: G.E.M. Products, 496 E. St. 
Charles Rd., Carol Stream, Illinois 60187. 


BEATS THE HECK OUT OF A ROPE 
The Cincher is just an inch wide, but the 


nylon webbing is strong enough to 
withstand 4000-pound loads. They feature 
vibration-proof cam release buckles to keep 
your bike where you want it without 
worries. You have your choice of either 
red, blue or red-white-and-blue webbing. 
Just $10.95 from your dealer, or contact 
Circle Industries, 17901 Arenth Ave., City 
of Industry, California 91748. 


ARNACO LTR-1 SHOCKS 

After driving a truck up onto this 
all-aluminum-bodied shock from Arnaco, it 
stroked properly and performed like a new 
shock when installed on a bike. The new 
Arnaco LTR-1 is fully guaranteed against 
breakage, even if ridden in professional 
competition. For more information, 
contact: Arnaco, Division of A.R.C., Inc., 
9710A Owensmouth, Chatsworth, California 
91311; (213) 882-4620. 


DIRT BIKE 


THE ZX FROM SHOEI 

This new model for motocross riders is 
exceptionally lightweight, yet meets or 
exceeds the 1975 Snell standard. The tough 
shell is a combination of Aramid fibers and 
fiberglass, pressure-molded to very rigid 
quality specifications. The ZX also features 
a high-impact non-resilient foam inner liner 
and brushed nylon-covered comfort 
padding. All standard goggles can be used 
with the ZX, as can any three- or five-snap 
visor. Available in sizes S through XL, and 
in all standard colors along with candy red, 
blue and silver. See your Shoei dealer or 
contact Shoei Safety Helmet Corp., 1717 
Pontius Ave., Los Angeles, California 
90025. 


360-DEGREE "JOY STICK" 

This totally new Eagle 360 lever works 
from any angle and offers a more natural, 
downward operation for clutch or brake, 
thus providing better leverage . . . and 
this is a real plus for riders with small 
hands. The lightest and strongest lever 
available, the Eagle is made of fiberglass- 
reinforced polycarbonate (Lexan) and is 
virtually unbreakable. Check with your 
dealer or write to Ross-Myring Engineering, 
8822 Zeiler Ave., Pacoima, California 
91331. 


TUNING 
INSTRUCTIONS 


PRO-JETS 
These are nylon jets manufactured to 
exacting specifications to provide more 
accurate fuel metering than with old-style 
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brass jets. They are made from the finest 
materials and tooling available, and are 
completely guaranteed against defects. 
You can save up to 50 percent when 
compared to the cost of conventional brass 
iets. See your dealer. 
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ZOOT PLUSHNESS FOR YOUR 
DIRT-POUNDERS 

Pro-Trac trailers are a new concept in 
recreational trailers for motorcycle trans- 
port. All of their trailers are handcrafted to 
the precise specifications of their 
customers. Standard features include: 
heavy rolled aluminum with any color to 
choose from, complete fiberglass insulation 
throughout, 12-volt lighting system inside 
and out, exterior gas storage, steel fenders 
and frames for ramps and custom wheels. 
Or, how about a small kitchen? The options 
are virtually endless. Contact Pro-Trac 
Trailers, 7685 Placer Rd., Redding, Cali- 
fornia 96001. 


CHAMPIONSHIP ENDURO BOOK 

A new book by Steve Booth and Brian 
Palormo that covers all angles of motor- 
cycle endurance competition. Over 120 
pages, 8% by 11 inches and over 200 
action photos. ''Championship Enduro" 
goes woods racing with four-time National 
Enduro Champion Dick Burleson and the 
top contenders at runs all over the U.S. It 
sells for just $5 per copy, plus 50 cents 
shipping, and can be ordered direct from 
the publisher, Paragon Productions, 3106 
Sweetbrier Circle, Lafayette, California 
94549. o 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
AND CIRCULATION (Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685) 

1. Title of publication: Dirt Bike Magazine. 

2. Date of filing: September 30, 1977. 

3. Frequency of issue: Monthly (semi-monthly in 
Feb., Aug. & Nov.). A. No. of issues published 
annually: 15; B. Annual subscription price: $9.00. 

4. Location of office of publication: 16200 Ventura 
Blvd., Encino, Los Angeles, California 91436. 

5. Location of the headquarters or general business 
offices of the publishers: Same as #4. 

6. Names and complete addresses of publisher, 
editor, and managing editor: Publisher, William R. 
Golden, 16200 Ventura Blvd., Encino, California 
91436; Editor, Len Weed, 16200 Ventura Blvd., 
Encino, California 91436; Managing Editor, George 
Wagner, 16200 Ventura Blvd., Encino, California 
91436. 

7. Owner (If owned by a corporation, its name and 
address must be stated and also immediately 
thereunder the names and addresses of stockholders 
owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount 
of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names 
and addresses of the individual owners must be 
given. If owned by a partnership or other 
incorporated firm, its name and address, as well as 
that of each individual must be given.): William 
and/or Raye Golden, 16200 Ventura Blvd., Encino, 
California 91436; Daisy Publishing Co., Inc., 16200 
Ventura Blvd., Encino, California 91436. 

8. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more 
of total amount of bonds, mortgages or other 
securities: None. 

9. For completion by nonprofit organizations 
authorized to mail at special rates (Section 132.122, 
PSM): Not applicable. 

10. Extent and nature of circulation. A. Total no. 
copies printed: average no. copies each issue during 
preceding 12 months: 290,507; actual no. copies of 
single issue published nearest to filing date: 283,822. 
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TRANS-AMA MOTOCROSS 

September 25. Lexington, Ohio. 
Team Yamaha's Bob "Hurricane" 
Hannah pulled the opening moto 
holeshot in the first race of the 1977 
Trans-AMA series at the Mid-Ohio 
Grand Prix course. He was, as they 
say, never headed! At one point 
Hannah had a lead of 35 seconds 
aboard his new 400cc OW26 works 
bike. Honda's new 500cc National 
Champion Marty Smith was second. 
Three-time Trans-AMA champion 
Roger DeCoster placed third after 
steadily working up from a mid- 
pack start. 

While most of the field seemed 
content to play follow-the-leader 
behind Hannah, Hondas Brad 
Lackey managed to add some 
excitement to the moto as he 
recovered from a stalled engine on 
the starting line and charged up 
from his last-place position to pass 
Suzuki’s Tony DiStefano near the 
end of the race for fourth place. 
Then he fell and had to settle for 
fifth spot. 

"That had to be a boring race out 
there," claimed Hannah after his 
opening-moto victory. “It felt like 
we were doing nothing. I was just 
cruising the whole time." 

The second moto saw Jimmy Ellis 
thrust his 366cc Can-Am works 
machine into the lead, followed 
closely by Maico teamsters Herbert 
Schmitz and Gaylon Mosier on the 
redesigned works prototypes. 
Hannah wasn't far behind in fourth 
spot and was making up distance 
quickly. Before the second lap 
ended Hannah was back in the lead 
with Marty Smith nipping at his 
rear fender. Marty tried to keep 
pace as Bob pulled away from the 
pack, but his challenge finally lost 
all its drive, literally, when the 
Honda pitched its drive chain. 

The Supercross champion contin- 
ued to stretch out his lead for the 
first 30 minutes of the moto. Roger 
DeCoster had moved into second 
place when Smith lost his chain. 
Roger began making up distance, 
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but it was obvious that Hannah 


wouldn't push himself until 
DeCoster got really close. 
The crowd of 30,000 fans 


jammed around the tricky Mid- 
Ohio course were anticipating the 
showdown between Hannah and 
DeCoster, but it never came. 
Hannah began . experiencing 
problems with his chain guide after 


500 National Champ Marty Smith was 
top American in the Trans-AMA 
opener, then won in Virginia. (Jim 
Gianatsis photo) 


The Springer is king of the hill again. (Rick Lutz photo) 


a swingarm mounting bolt backed 
out. Bob pulled into the mechanics' 
area as Roger wheeled past to take 
the lead. А new bolt was unavail- 
able, so Bob pulled back onto the 
track in second position. 

Bob chased after Roger, but it 
wasn't long before the bike began 
tossing its chain. Hannah eventually 
crossed the finish line in 17th 
position as Roger won the moto to 
score the first overall win of the 
new Trans-AMA series. Maico’s 
Mosier rode well to take third for 
the moto as Honda teammates Jim 
Pomeroy, Lackey and Smith battled 
most of the moto between them- 
selves for finishing positions in the 
top five. For Bob Hannah it was 


another disappointing day, as the 
same type of minor mechanical 
problems which had plagued him 
all year persisted into the Trans- 
AMA series. 

Chuck Sun (Husky) won the 250 
National class racing with a 
two-one day, topping Honda’s 
Warren Reid who was one-two. 

— Report by Jim Gianatsis 

Results: 1. Roger DeCoster (3,1) Suz; 2. Marty 
Smith (2,5) Hon; 3. Jim Pomeroy (6,2) Hon; 4. Brad 
Lackey (5,4) Hon; 5. Gaylon Mosier (8,3) Mai; 6. Bob 
Hannah (1,17) Yam; 7. Tommy Croft (7,11) Hon; 8. 


Tony DiStefano (4,12) Suz; 9. Marty Tripes (12,8) 
H-D; 10. Kent Howerton (11,10) Hus. 


October 2. Axton, Virginia. 
Marty Smith paired a second and 
third to win at Lake Sugar Tree. 
Jim Pomeroy and Bob Hannah won 
the motos, making it three American 
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wins (two by the Hurricane) in four 


tries. Smith's rides moved him 
within three points of Roger 
DeCoster with six rounds re- 
maining. 


Chuck Sun (Husky) posted his 
second straight National class 
(Support) win by sweeping both 
motos to top Warren Reid, Mark 
Barnett, Kenny Zahrt and Denny 
Swartz. 

Ellis, Mosier and Croft were all 
penalized a lap for jumping the 
start of the first moto. Mosier's 
rebound off the gate forced 
DeCoster to change his line. Ellis 
got away clean and held the lead 
for 15 minutes before Pomeroy got 
by. DeCoster, recovering from the 
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Roger, minus last year's 111 number plate, won the opener in Ohio. One 
could almost call his second-moto win the high point of his weekend. (Jim 
Gianatsis photo) 


Jim Pomeroy was third at Ohio. 
Bimbo, also known as P.W. along pit 
row, won a moto the following 
weekend in Virginia. (Jim Gianatsis 
photo) 


flu and his detour around Mosier, 
was about 15th after the first lap, 
but kept picking off riders to finish 
third behind Smith. Another “sickie” 
was Bob Hannah, who still posted a 
seventh. Brad Lackey crashed and 
broke his front brake lever mount 
and eventually dropped out. Smith 
made a try at Pomeroy after Bimbo 
crashed while holding about a 
20-second lead. Jim was back up 
with a five-second margin and held 
off his teammate’s charge. 

The second moto was a Smith/ 
Hannah holeshot. Marty held the 
lead for about 20 minutes before a 
fall caused by bent fork legs. He 
remounted in time to hold the 
runner-up spot, but Brad Lackey 


eventually passed him. Roger took 
fourth. 

Top privateer for the day was 
Mickey Boone, sponsored by S&M 
Cycle Sales. He was sixth overall. 

Gerrit Wolsink, off form from a 
knee injury that forced him to miss 
the world team motocross events, 
had some more bad luck. A broken 
muffler in the first moto dropped 
him back in the pack and then he 
had to quit in the second when his 
knee started acting up. Yamaha's 
Mike Bell was another jinxed 
lucker. His CDI failed in the first 
moto and then he was knocked 
down by a rider in the first turn of 
the second moto. John Savitski 
(FMF Suzuki) also had ignition 
problems in the first race. He had to 
drop out when a shock mount broke 
in the second. And Gary Ogden is 
out for the duration, mending a leg 
broken during a California practice 
session. 


Results: 1. Marty Smith (2-3) Hon; 2. Bob Hannah 
(7-1) Yam; 3. Roger DeCoster (3-4) Suz; 4. Jim 
Pomeroy (1-8) Hon; 5. Danny LaPorte (6-6) Suz; 6. 
Mickey Boone (8-7) Suz; 7. Steve Stackable (9-10) 
Mai; 8. Tony DiStefano (5-14) Suz; 9. Brad Lackey 
(DNF-2) Hon; 10. Gary Semics (12-11) Kaw. 

New 


October 9. New Berlin, 
York. Roger DeCoster became the 
beneficiary of Brad Lackey's misfor- 
tune to win his second overall in 
three tries and open a 26-point lead 
over Marty Smith. Brad had the 
overall all but wrapped up save for 
touring the final two laps without 
blowing a 35-second lead. A little 
getoff that wouldn't have mattered 
suddenly did when his engine was 
flooded and his final moto victory 
became a fifth-place effort. 

Roger won the first moto after 
passing holeshotter Gary Semics, 
then relinquishing his lead to 
countryman Andre Malherbe. He 
reclaimed it at the 30-minute mark, 
making his move just after traversing 
the newly renamed Gravity Cavity 
(formerly known as Screw U). Brad, 
running third for much of the race, 
caught Malherbe with a lap to go. 

DeCoster led the field as moto 
two started. Smith, Semics, Aberg 
and numerous others piled up in an 
early turn. Aberg retired with a 
tender ankle. Tommy Croft then 
grabbed the lead, only to crash. 
Then Pomeroy and Schmitz slipped 
by Roger. DeCoster reclaimed the 
lead, then dropped back to fifth 
while Bimbo took over in front. 
Brad came on to pass Jim and then 
Croft worked his way back to 
third to form a Honda fire engine 
parade, three bikes deep. 
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Jim did a handstand and ate 
some dirt and Brad took over, 
extending his lead over the Toma- 
hawk to about 20 seconds as Roger 
worked up to third to set the stage 
for the place-swapping in the final 
laps. Croft inherited the moto win 
and the big D. had a one-two day. 

Chuck Sun pulled both holeshots 
and appeared to have another 250 
National class win in hand when his 
Husky lost its chain with two laps 
remaining in the second moto. 
Mark Barnett, aboard a Moto-X Fox 
Suzuki, took the checkered which, 
with his second from the first moto, 
was enough for the overall. John 
Savitski, ЕМЕ Suzuki, won a 
final-moto dash with Mike Bell, but 
had to lay his bike down when he 
couldn’t make the turn after the 
finish line. He went into a fence, 
but had third overall. 


Results: 1. Roger DeCoster (1-2) Suz; 2. Brad 
Lackey (2-5) Hon; 3. Tommy Croft (11-1) Hon; 4. 
Andre Malherbe (3-6) Pen; 5. Danny LaPorte (8-3) 
Suz; 6. Bob Hannah (4-8) Yam; 7. Jimmy Ellis (7-7) 
C-A; 8. Marty Smith (5-13) Hon; 9. Jim Pomeroy 
(16- 4) Hon; 10. Rick Burgett (12- 9) Yam. 


October 16. Buchanan, Michigan. 
At the midpoint of the Trans-Am 
series Bob Hannah has a record of 
four wins in eight tries. That’s only 
good enough for second place 
behind the Man. Roger DeCoster’s 
lead shrank to eight points as 
Hannah took both motos in the 
Michigan mud. Mud? How about 
snow before the show and rain, hail 
and sleet while racing. 

Bob worked his way up from 
seventh and claimed the lead in the 
first moto when Jim Pomeroy 
stalled Big Red with about ten 
minutes remaining. 

The second round was over as 
soon as Bob passed Tommy Croft on 
the first lap. From there on it was 
leave-the-field-behind time. Team 
Honda captured the next four slots: 
Pomeroy, Croft, Smith and Lackey. 
Bimbo’s pair of seconds moved him 
up to third in the series. 

DeCoster took seventh overall 
with 7-8 rides. Roger got off to a 
next-to-last start in the first moto 
and had to struggle with vision 
problems to make up distance. The 
mud actually caused a restart. 

The first moto got off with a thud 
when Kent Howerton, blinded by 
mud, veered off-course and nailed 
starter Carroll Chandler, sending 
him to the hospital. Howerton 
injured his leg in the accident. Then 
the gate malfunctioned and the race 
was started with a flag. Tommy 
Croft, with one series moto win 
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Bob Hannah's chain guide looks OK here, but it cost him a moto win and 
the overall at the Ohio opener. im Glanatsis ines 


iby E flirted with a win in Switzerland before finishing fourth in 
the final world trials round. (Dave Wilcock photo) 


already, took the holeshot. In 
succession the leaders were Kars- 
makers, Schmitz and  Pomeroy 
before Hannah took command. 

Croft got the holeshot in moto 
two twice. À restart was necessary 
because of riders creeping on the 
flagman. But Hannah was soon by 
to end the suspense for the rest of 
the day. Rick Burgett apparently 
had second wrapped up until 
tipping over with two laps to go. He 
took sixth, running out of gas as he 
crossed the line. 

Chuck Sun posted his third 
National (Support) overall in four 
tries with a pair of wins. The first 
win over Mark Barnett was easy, 
but he had to work for the second 
one. Kenny Zahrt got the lead and 
then he and Sun went down on lap 
two, leaving Chuck in fifth and 
Zahrt farther back. He passed 


Mickey Kessler to take second with 
two laps remaining, then he and 
leader Barnett collided on the last 
lap. Sun got restarted first and 
averted a repeat of his 1-2 loss to 
Barnett the weekend before. Terry 
Clark was third overall, followed by 
Kessler and Mark Gregson. 


Results: 1. Bob Hannah (1-1) Yam; 2. Jim 
Pomeroy (2-2) Hon; 3. Tommy Croft (4-4) Hon; 4. 
Marty Smith (6-3) Hon; 5. Brad Lackey (3-9) Hon; 6. 
Marty Tripes (8-5) H-D; 7. Roger DeCoster (7-8) Suz; 
8. Rick Burgett (11-6) Yam; 9. Gary Semics (6-12) 
Kaw; 10. Gerrit Wolsink (9-13) Suz. 


1978 NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 

Mr. Pibb will probably be the 
sponsor. The three displacement 
classes (125, 250 and 500) have been 
retained. А schedule is in the works 
calling for ten races for each 
championship series, allocated over 
15 weekends of racing. Each of the 
15 dates will feature two National 
classes. Support classes will be 
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Dick Burleson, his championship already wrapped up, rode a 125 Husky 
to another win at the Black Coal national enduro. (Brian Palormo photo) 


dropped, but privateers are expected 
to benefit by a new ruling that will 
require each rider to declare the 
single class he will compete in for 
Championship points, just as the 
FIM does with the GP series. There 
is no word yet as to whether a rider 
will be able to compete for purse 
money in either of his two 
"non-Championship" classes during 
his five “off-weekends” as is allowed 
in the GP series. 


WORLD OBSERVED TRIALS 

September 18. Czechoslovakia. 
Yrjo Vesterinen won his second trial 
of the series to open a ten-point lead 
with one round remaining. Runner- 
up was Rob Shepherd (Honda) who 
had beaten the Finn on his home 
ground the weekend before. 
Malcolm Rathmell finished fifth to 
drop to third on the points table 
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after leading for most of the series. 

The same heavy rains that 
plagued the ISDT the week before 
had some of the stream and river 
sections under three feet of water. 

Bernie Schreiber was in second 
after the first lap, but slipped to 
eighth. Marland Whaley had me- 
chanical problems. 

Results: 1. Vesterinen, Bul 42; 2. Shepherd, Hon 
44.3; 3. Lampkin, Bul 49; 4. Karlsson, Mon 58; 5. 
Rathmell, Mon 60; 6. Soler, Bul 63; 7. Andrews, 


Yam 74; 8. Schreiber, Bul 75; 9. Colson, Bul 76.2; 
10. Birkett, Suz 77. 


September 25. Switzerland. Ulf 
Karlsson topped Malcolm Rathmell 
on time to take the final trial of the 
series as Yrjo Vesterinen, who 
finished sixth, retained his world 
title. Rob Shepherd led all riders on 
observed score, but finished third 
because of time penalty points. The 
trial, originally scheduled for five 
laps, was shortened to four before 


starting and then three laps while in 
progress. 

Marland Whaley was tied with 
Rathmell for first place after each of 
the first two laps, but slipped to 
fourth on the final tally. The trial 
was the first in which the U.S. 
champ topped  Bultaco's Bernie 
Schreiber, who finished seventh, on 
foreign soil. Whaley’s fourth 
enabled him to move into a points 
tie for tenth place on the year, 
giving the U.S. two riders in the top 
ten. Schreiber ranked seventh on 
the year. 


Results: 1. Karlsson, Mon 82; 2. Rathmell, Mon 
83.2; 3. Shepherd, Hon 83.6; 4. Whaley, Hon 89.1; 
5. Lampkin, Bul 90.9; 6. Vesterinen, Bul 91.1; 7. 
Schreiber, Bul 99.5; 8. Lejeune, Mon 102.6; 9. 
Birkett, Suz 103.4; 10. Adamoli, Mon 106.4. 


NATIONAL ENDURO 
September 25. Chatsworth, New 
Jersey. Charlie Stapleford won the 
Meteor Motorcycle Club’s Sandy 
Lane national. Stapleford, from 
Delaware, piloted his Ossa to a 
one-point victory over Suzuki- 
sponsored Bill Glenn. The winner 
dropped six marks. Last year's 
winner, Bill Harris, finished two 
points off the pace, tied with 
Suzuki’s Bruce Kenny. The Sandy 
Lane dates back 40 years, and four 
riders, complete with old-time 
riding gear and appropriate 
machinery, made a ceremonial start 

to commemorate the occasion. 


Results: Overall — Charles Stapleford, Oss 994. 
High Point A — Bill Glenn, Suz 993. High Point B — 
Dave Clark, Bul 981. High Point C — Steve Hodgen, 
Hon 962. A. Lt. Wt. — Dave Shirley, C-A 986. A Lt. 
Med. Wt. — Ken Yankowski, Pen 991. A Med. Wt. 
— Bruce Kenny, Suz 992. A Hvy. Wt. — Bob Popiel, 
Hus 991. A Senior — John Cooper, Hon 991. 
Women — Beth Cooper, Hon 609. 


October 2. Lucerne Valley, 
California. Mike Hannon, aboard a 
YZ400, won the Double Crossers 
Cal State 100. The event was also 
designated as the California State 
Championship ride. The enduro 
introduced the "reset" concept used 
in eastern enduros to the western 
front. The technique allows riders 
to gain back some time after 
dropping behind in a rough portion 
of the course. А 30-minute lunch 
break allowed District 37 champ 
Jay Tullis to split the cases on his 
MR175, repair the shifter fork and 
get back out on time for the second 
halfs action. Several top riders 
called it the best desert national 
held to date. 


Results: 1. Mike Hannon, Yam 5; 2. Punk Wilson; 
KTM 7; 3. Gary Woodling, Hus 7; 4. Tom Spurlock, 
Hus 9; 5. Ron Ramlow, Hus 10; 6. Ken Lewis, Jr., 
Yam 11; 7. Mark Heacox, Hon 11; 8. Don Sanford, 
Hon 12; 9. Mike Adams, Hon 12; 10. Tom Getzfride, 
Yam 12. Top B rider: Bruce Bowman, Hus 15. Top C 
rider: B.J. Olson, Hus 4. 


October 3. Lynnville, Indiana. 
Dick Burleson didn't need to win 
any more enduros. The 1977 national 
championship was his by  mid- 
season. However, an insurance win 
or two might not be too bad. Just to 
try a change of pace, he decided to 
ride Black Coal on a Husky 125. 

The Black Coal enduro is in its 
seventh season on the national 
circuit. Located in the heart of 
southern Indiana's surface mining 
region, it has the chilling honor of 
being the enduro which had only 
two legal finishers one year. 

The Saturday before the run, it 
looked as if two finishers might be a 
high estimate for the 77 version. Rain 
— in sheets, torrents, buckets or 
whatever, was dumped on the area. 
Creeks flooded, bypass bridges and 
trail arrows disappeared in the 
rising waters. 

New routes were mapped and 
planned, since no one is ever 
prepared for that much rain! By 
nightfall the rain slackened and it 
was wait until daylight to see how 
much water had run off. In the end 
only about ten miles was cut from 
the 100-mile run. New routes were 
cut in some sections to get riders 
onto more stable ground. 

About 100 of the 400 pre-entered 
riders finished what was described 
by all as a good, tough, consistent 
run . "Easy," according to 
Burleson, “оп the first lap and my 
favorite kind of hard riding on the 
second . . . most in the woods." 

The sponsoring club had preserved 
their image as creators of one of the 
"hardest and best-run enduros on 
the circuit." 

— Report by Brian Palormo 


Results: High Point A — Dick Burleson, Hus 972. 
High Point B — Greg Alexander, Suz 938. 200 A — 
Dick Burleson, Hus 972; 2. Kevin Snapp, C-A 969; 3. 
Herluf Johnson, Suz 967. 250 A — Ron Ribozi, Hus 
965; 2. Bruce Kenny, Suz 961; 3. David Lipovsky, 
Hus 958. Open A — Bob Popiel, Hus 967; 2. Ron 
LaMastus, Her 937; 3. Bob Goodpaster, Mai 931. 
Senior — Don Goins, Pen 803. 125 B — Tom Thiele, 
Pen 850. 250 B — Greg Alexander, Suz 938. Open B 
— Floyd Taylor, Pen 912. Old-timers — Sox 
Brookhart, Hus 836. 


October 9. Logan, Ohio. Team 
Suzuki rider Ted Worrell topped 
national champion Dick Burleson 
by 13 points at the Autumn Leaves 
National. Worrell's teammate, Bruce 
Kenny, finished third overall to 
claim top 250 honors. With three 
events remaining on the schedule 
Suzuki now has three of the top six 
ranked riders: Worrell in third, 
Bruce Kenny tied for fourth and 
Herluf Johnson in sixth. 
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Kenny Roberts won't be getting dirty in '78. Yamaha has withdrawn from dirt 
track competition. Roberts, two-time AMA champion, will tackle the 


pavement in Europe. (Paul Clipper photo) 


UIf Karlsson won the Swiss world trial 
to finish runner-up to repeating world 
champion Yrjo Vesterinen. (Dave 
Wilcock photo) 


NATIONAL OBSERVED TRIALS 

October 2. Beulah, Colorado. 
Marland Whaley, just back from 
posting a fourth in the final world 
round the weekend before, continued 
his national winning streak as the 
series picked up after a three-month 
break. Whaley's four-point victory 
over Curt Comer, Jr. made it six in 
a row this year, nine straight over 
the last two years and ten out of the 
last 11. 


Results: 1. Whaley, Hon 41; 2. Comer, Kaw 45; 3. 
Sweet, Mon 45.4; 4. Leavitt, Bul 49.2; 5. Jack 
Stites, Bul 51.1; 6. Ruoff, Mon 53; 7. Eggar, Hon 57; 
8. Belair, Mon 62.4; 9. Land, Mon 66.8; 10. Hopkins, 


Yam 68.9. 

October 8. Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Another win for Marland Whaley as 
he topped Bernie Schreiber by five 
points. Wiltz Wagner won the 
Senior class while John Miller 
headed the Support riders. 


Results: 1. Marland Whaley, Hon 11; 2. Bernie 
Schreiber, Bul 16; 3. Don Sweet, Mon 30; 4. Lane 
Leavitt, Bul 32; 5. Tom McKinney, Mon 37; 6. Bob 
Hopkins, Mon 45; 7. Mark Eggar, Hon 46; 8. Bill 
Burgener, Bul 48; 9. Jack Stites, Bul 48; 10. Terry 
Cheney, Bul 49. 


October 9. Kansas City, Missouri. 
Marland Whaley, Bernie Schreiber 


Black Coal’s white water and Husky’s 
Bob Popiel. (Brian Palormo photo) 


and Don Sweet cleaned the first 
loop. Whaley repeated again on the 
second lap and then dropped two 
on the final circuit to close out the 
year with his eighth straight win. 
Schreiber placed second with a 4.1. 
Bob Nickelsen won his sixth Senior 
event of the year, while Jerry 
Carrens led the Support class. 


Results: 1. Marland Whaley, Hon 2; 2. Bernie 
Schreiber, Bul 4.1; 3. Don Sweet, Mon 10; 4. Jack 
Stites, Bul 11; 5. Martin Belair, Mon 11; 6. Lane 
Leavitt, Bul 12; 7. Curt Comer, Kaw 17.2; 8. Jeff 
Fish, Mon 19; 9. Tom McKinney, Mon 19; 10. Mark 
Eggar, Hon 20. 


CLASS C 
September 25. San Jose, Cali- 
fornia. Mile. Skip Aksland won his 
first flattrack national. Report in 
this issue. 


October 7. Gardena, California. 
TT. Gary Scott won his fifth 
straight Ascot TT and he did it 
aboard an eight-year-old Triumph 
sponsored by Evel Knievel. The ol’ 
canyon-jumper was there in person, 
waiting to learn if he will have to 
stand trial on an assault charge 
involving an attack on a writer with 
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Gerrit Wolsink (110) is the Virginia filler 
for a Marty sandwich — Smith and 
Tripes. (Jim Gianatsis photo) 


a baseball bat. After the racing 
Scott was able to jest: my helmet is 
Knievel-approved — it’s bat proof. 

Kenny Roberts set the fastest 
qualifying time, but had his 
gearbox seize. Jay Springsteen 
finished sixth, enough to clinch his 
second consecutive title. 

The event replaced the rain- 
canceled Peoria TT and was Scott's 
sixth national victory in 1977. 


Results: 1. G. Scott, Tri; 2. Eklund, Tri; 3. Kidd, 
H-D; 4. Boody, H-D; 5. Hocking, Yam; 
Springsteen, H-D; 7. Hateley, Tri; 8. Jorgensen, 
BSA; 9. Dorsch, Tri; 10. Keener, H-D. 
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the slack for off-song teammate Tony D. (Jim Gianatsis photo) 
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DeCoster (104) chases countryman 
Andre Malherbe (170) in the first moto 
at Unadilla. (Jim Gianatsis photo) 


October 8. Gardena, California. 
Half Mile. Rookie Garth Brow won 
his first national in the series finale, 
breaking both the ten-lap heat race 
and 20-lap national records for 
Ascot. Jay Springsteen placed 
second. Roberts was the fastest 
qualifier for the second night in a 
row, setting a track record of 22.05 
seconds, but failed to transfer. Gary 
Scott's hopes for claiming the 
runner-up spot for the series were 
foiled when his engine blew with six 
laps remaining. 


Results: 1. Garth Brow, H-D; 2. Jay Springsteen, 
H-D; 3. Dave Aldana, Nor; 4. Rick Hocking, Yam; 5. 
Don Goss, H-D; 6. Ted Boody, H-D; 7. Alex 
Jorgensen, Nor; 8. Ted Davidson, Yam; 9. Bill Eves, 
H-D; 10. Dan McWhorter, H-D. 


SPEEDWAY 

September 17. Wroclaw, Poland. 
England won back the World Team 
Cup lost to Australia the year 
before, upping their record to four 
wins in the last five years. Peter 
Collins, still nursing a damaged leg 
that handicapped him in the World 
Final two weeks earlier, paced the 
English team. 55,000 viewed the 
racing that saw Poland leading at 
the half-time intermission. 


Results: 1st — England 37 (Peter Collins 10, Dave 
Jessup and Michael Lee 9, John Davis 6 and 
Malcolm Simmons 3). 2nd — Poland 25 (Edward 
Jancarz 10, Boguslaw Nowak and Jerzy Rembas 6, 
Marek Cieslak 2, Ryszard Fabiszewski 1). 3rd — 
Czechoslovakia 23. 4th — Sweden 11. 


October 15. Costa Mesa, Cali- 
fornia. Mike Bast won his third 
straight national championship. 
Report in this issue. 


AMATEUR NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP HILLCLIMB 
September 4-5. Bay City, 

Wisconsin. 4500 spectators watched 
Gary Waddell repeat as Open Class 
AMA National Amateur Champion. 
The competition drew 271 riders 
from 23 states. 


Results: 100 — Brad Gerdes, Suz. 125 — Dean 
Gerdes, Suz. 200 — Douglas Blevins, Bul. 250 — 
Kevin Tilson, Yam. 370 — George McGraw, Bul. 500 
— Joey Townsend, Yam. 750 — Duane Vinson, Tri. 
Open — Gary Waddell, Tri. 


-WORLD POINTS 


Observed Trials: 1. Vesterinen, Bul 107; 2. 
Karlsson, Mon 101; 3. Rathmell, Mon 100; 4. 
Lampkin, Bul 98; 5. Shepherd, Hon 68; 6. 
Coutard, Bul 63; 7. Schreiber, Bul 53; 8. Soler, 
Bul 30; 9. Birkett, Suz 26; 10. Whaley, Hon and 
Reynolds, Oss 20. Final standings. 


NATIONAL POINTS 


Class C: 1. Jay Springsteen 260; 2. Ted Boody 
218; 3. Gary Scott 215; 4. Ken Roberts 203; 5. 
Steve Eklund 190; 6. Corky Keener 154; 7. Mike 
Kidd 141; 8. Hank Scott 128; 9. Skip Aksland 
118; 10. Garth Brow 97. Final. 

Observed Trials: 1. Marland Whaley, Hon 75; 
2. Bernie Schreiber, Bul 52; 3. Don Sweet, Mon 
52; 4. Lane Leavitt, Bul 51; 5. Mike Griffitts, Mon 
42; 6. Curt Comer, Kaw 29; 7. Tom McKinney, 
Mon 28; 8. Mark Eggar, Hon 26; 9. Jack Stites, 
Bul 24; 10. Jeff Fish, Mon 21. Final. 

Trans-AMA: 1. Roger DeCoster, Suz 157; 2. 
Bob Hannah, Yam 149; 3. Jim Pomeroy, Hon 
142; 4. Marty Smith, Hon 139; 5. Brad Lackey, 
Hon 126; 6. Tommy Croft, Hon 114; 7. Danny 
LaPorte, Suz 98; 8. Gary Semics, Kaw 79; 9. 
Gaylon Mosier, Mai and Steve Stackable, Mai 
75. After four of eight events. 

Trans-AMA National: 1. Chuck Sun, Hus 194; 
2. Mark Barnett, Suz 147; 3. Warren Reid, Hon 
128; 4. John Savitski, Suz 120; 5. Denny Swartz, 
Mai 109; 6. Terry Clark, Kaw 102; 7. Broc Glover, 
Yam 98; 8. Mark Gregson, Suz 91; 9. Frank 
Stacy, Sac 87; 10. Ken Zahrt, Bul 76. After four 
of eight events. 

National Enduro: 1. Dick Burleson, Hus 216; 2. 
Skip Olson, C-A 164; 3. Ted Worrell, Suz 117; 4. 
Bob Popiel, Hus 109; 5. Bruce Kenny, Suz 105; 
6. Herluf Johnson, Suz 102; 7. Kevin Snapp, 
C-A 88; 8. Rob Riboizi, Pen/Hus 65; 9. Jeff 
Fredette, Pen 63; 10. Bill Geier, Pen 58. Four 
events remaining. 
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And A Great Holiday Gift Idea 
If you're missing any back issues of 
DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE, now is the time to 
complete your set, catch those issues you 
missed, or simply begin a new 
and valuable collection. 
SELECT ANY 5 BACK ISSUES OF 
DIRT BIKE FOR ONLY $1.00 
(Regularly $1.00 each) 


BIGGER SAVINGS . . . 
SELECT ANY 5 OF THESE DYNAMIC 
SPECIAL ISSUES, NOW ONLY $5.00 

(Regularly $1.50 each) 


GREATER SAVINGS . . . 


SELECT ANY 5 OF THESE OUTSTANDING 


SPECIAL ISSUES — NOW ONLY $7.50 
(Regularly $2.00 each) 


DON'T MISS THIS SPECTACULAR 
OFFER FOR A SHORT TIME ONLY 


hE EEE 


SIMPLY CIRCLE THOSE ISSUES WHICH 
YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE AND 
COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW 


A SUPERMARKET 
BARGAIN BARREL 
OFFER! 


———— M a 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 


SUPERMARKET BARREL BARGAIN 


P.O. BOX 317 
ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 


OSEND 3 BACK ISSUES 
Please enclose $1.00, plus $1.00 for postage and 


foreign add $2.00. 
[JSEND 5 SPECIAL ISSUES (Regularly $1.50 each) 
Please enclose $5.00, plus $1.25 for postage and 


handling within the U.S. Canadian add $2.00. All other 


foreign add $2.50. 
COSEND 5 SPECIAL ISSUES (Regularly $2.00 each) 
Please enclose $7.50, plus $1.25 for postage and 


handling within the U.S. Canadian add $2.00. All other 


foreign add $2.50. 
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OSSA 250 NEW HOT SET-UP FRONT SUSPENSION 
d obs rdc 11" REAR SUSPENSION - 35% POWER INCREASE 


ever to come out of Spain. It steers 
like a Maico. You can stuff it in and 
it will hold its line. That's the most 
important part to me. If I had 
ridden it blindfolded, I would have 
sworn that it had Metzelers on it 
instead of Pirellis. That pipe really 
burns your leg. There's plenty of 
power and it's much more usable 
than most 250s. It's so smooth down 
low. If we could just get it 
carbureted right . . . I've been 
tuning Bings for years . . . maybe 
a Mikuni. I know that it's heavier, 
but it doesn't feel like it at all. I see 
what you mean about the forks 


SUPER 
* INTRODUCTORY 


OFFER! 


COMBINATION 
FRONT AND 
REAR 
SUSPENSION 
KITS 
COMPLETE 


$250 + S&H 


SUPER GP' FRONT SUSPENSION 


PP am Bt - ed 


The H-V Induction kit BOLTS ON, with NO cylinder mods required. 


now. They’re so harsh that they'll You gain up to 35+% power goin throughout the RPM range. wi^|-NEW" SUPER GP” FRONT SUSPENSION 
1 1 NO if where! Tested and recommended by GARY BAILEY, 
тїр the bars right out of your JIM  CONNOULY: Sd many leading cycle magazines. Check out our new front suspension kit ADDS 
hands." KITS NOW AVAILABLE FOR FORK TRAVEL-up to 2%”; PROGRESSIVE 
m damping & springing. TOTALLY tunable to 
HONDA SUZUKI KAWASAKI BULTACO 
I raced the Ossa at Carlsbad EUER TRETEN Fae ye AGE suit any rider exactly. THE MOST AD- 
today. I won the first moto by 80 WEINE RM/TM-125 125 175/200 VANCED FORKS AVAILABLE AT ANY 
RM-250 175 250 ! 
meters. In the second one I went ask about kits for other bikes NOW AVAILABLE FOR: 
down in the first turn at the start, COMPLETE KIT - $94.95 « $1.50 S&H CRAZE KX/KD125 OTHERS ТО 
1 (Includes 38mm Carb; K&N Filter; H-V Induction) , : А Е № 
then passed everyone but the first pcd ct o db eri RM-125A Р-7/КХ:450 FOLLOW SOO 
three and Was right on the third S The 11” Travel kit BOLTS ON, and keeps your power on the ground, 
э while givi oth, soft ride at all speeds. You hardly feel even 
rear wheel d Ae Now I 1l tell you e FM bores and = handling is аргона Vou can ROW Skunk Works Eng. Co. 
what really happened. I rode ride faster, longer, and with less physical strain. P.O. Box 203-40 
1 Ч COMPLETE КІТ - $154.95 + S&H . 
practice. What a joke. They were (Includes SUPER GP* kit; S&W or KONI Shocks; proper springs; Destin, ГЕ 32541 
1 i 1 chain tensioner) SPECIFY bike, rider weight & class. 
blowing by me like I was spectating. finde ECE bike. ríder weld 


There was no way that I was going 
to risk my body on that thing. I 


knew for sure that it would have BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH 
been suicide. There's no way that BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 115" BELT. 
you can ride that bike fast enough 
to race it. I liked the old one Be the first to own this PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 
better.” P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 

It feels like the lightest 250 wt 22) Please send 11  buckle(s). | have enclosed 
around, but it's not. It feels like it (pera : $16.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling for each 


has about 26 horsepower but it has г 5 a buckle ordered. Canadian orders add an 

much шге. Contradictions f | $ ғ additional $1.00, other foreign add $2.00. 

The rear end kicks up really bad. 

And what's worse, it kicks to the Ў 
Please turn page PF spe B Address 


City 
H act 
Only $16.95. State 


DB8-1 
Name 


Whether you’re pulling up a steep hill 
or pushing over an old track record, 
Powroll’s power packages give you 


HORE GO! 


Use this form to Please attach, in this space, the label from a 
notify us at least recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


six weeks before | 
you move. Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
Subscription Dept. 


EVERY FOUR-STROKER NEEDS IT: 
the added muscle Powroll delivers for 
all kinds of riding — street, touring, trails 


or track. It's like moving up to a larger 
bike, but at a fraction of the cost. We сап 
actually double the h.p. of many popular 
four-strokes! 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


SEND FOR NEWEST CATALOG 
Our new 64-p. performance guide helps you pick the 
right components for your needs. Just $2 postpaid. 


NEW ADDRESS: 

Name 

Address 

City. 

State Zip 


High-performance results for 
Hondas • Kawasakis e Yamahas 


Box 1206K10 ө Bend, OR 97701 © (503) 382.6395 
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Okay, you all know 2 
that a bright colored xX 
vented DIRT BIKE ^ 

: >= ч» 


racing jersey isa - 
desirable unit. You've SX 
seen Ake win the '72/ 

Trans- AMA 

one. You've seen .. 

John DeSoto 4 / 
wearing onein 2 i 

the '73 Trans- AMA. 

But you couldn’t get 

one, could you? Well, 

nobody could. Those 

were special factory 
Prototypes. Now we have the 
Regular replicas, even bettg 
than the prototypes cause 
these have the reinforced 
elbows and the С 
DIRT BIKE logo. 
on both sides; ^ 


ts postage and handling. Please 
send me _ Racin’ Jersey(s) S ML XL. 
Enclosed is $ check or money order. 
C] BLUE О YELLOW O RED 
DIRT BIKE RACIN' JERSEY 
P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


TAKE TWO FOR THE ROAD 


WITH „Жы? 
TRAILER 


Hook up a Holsclaw and tow a 
pair of bikes or scooters any- 
where you can take your car. 


Just tilt the runners, roll on 
your two-wheelers and chain 
'em down. Coil springs with 
double-acting shocks—like 
those that have gone millions 
of trouble-free miles on famous 
Holsclaw boat trailers. Two 
models to choose from. 


WRITE FOR 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 


Holsclaw Bros., 
Inc. 


412 N. Willow Road 
Evansville, Ind. 47711 


side as well. From corner to corner 
іп a drag race situation you'll get 
blown off every time. It steers so 
nice. ТЄП go anywhere you want it 
to. That's what I liked about it. I 
liked the shifting, too. You can 
leave the power on and it shifts 
cleanly without a problem. The 
overall handling, geometry-wise, 
seemed very good, considering that 
there were Pirellis on it. Normally, 
Pirellis are an instant nightmare. I 
didn't care much for the bars or the 
grips." 

"This is the best Phantom so far. 
It’s come a good way since the first 
one, but not far enough or quickly 
enough. It needs shocks and tires 
badly. And the forks have to be 
fixed or trashed and replaced with 
something decent. It bottoms really 
bad at both ends. There is no way 
you can go fast on it without 
shaking the snot out of yourself. 
There are a lot of bikes that I would 
consider buying before I got down 
to this level. The power would be 
really good if it had shocks and tires 
to hook it to the ground. It handles 
much better than the old one, when 
you're on smooth ground. It shifts 
very well, even with the power on. 
The brakes are terrible. You have to 
set your braking points up much 
earlier. They're terribly spongy. 
And the pipe needs more shielding." 


THINGS WE LEFT OUT 
ELSEWHERE 

The green label Akronts held up 
very well and required very little 
nipple-twisting before they were 
seated in. 

Pirelli has evidently come up with 
a new rubber compound for their 
motocross tires. These seemed 
harder and worked a little better on 
dry terrain. Surely they work well 
in loam or on tacky surfaces, but 
not on the slick, hard-packed 
adobe. 


АМР” 50 ... 

With а change in gearing, a good 
set of shocks, modified forks with 
different springs and (depending on 
the type of track surfaces in your 
area) a set of tires, the GP III could 
provide pleasing results. It has 
excellent power. The handling has 
improved considerably. It steers and 
shifts well, and is very responsive. 
But, there are some bikes available 


today that don't have these 
problems and perform better 
overall. 9 


á @ Husqvarna Specialists 


for 
e ©) Husqvarna 
e & Hodaka 
e ® Montesa 


Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 
Send $1.00 for postpaid accessories catalog. 


Mission Hills Motorcycles 
8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Sepulveda, California 91343 
(213) 785-4289 


GenParts 


got 'em for you 


HOLESALE! 


Big Discounts 
ALL NAME BRAND PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
EVERYTHING FOR MOTORCYCLES & VANS 
HONDA-KAWASAKI-SUZUKI-YAMAHA- CHEVY-DODGE-FORD 
Alphabet. Bell, Воде. Carlisle, Hooker, Koni, Mr Seats, Yuasa & Many More 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED- SEND $1.00 FOR ALL NEW CATALOG ТОЈ 


220 , 
Us, ^y, 
‘By ie 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


ENDURO 


New Book By Steve Booth 
Brian Palormo 


*200 photos 
*128 pages 


Only $5.50 postpaid 
(Calif. Res. add 6%) 


PARAGON PRODUCTIONS 
3106 Sweetbrier Circle, Lafayette, CAL. 


NEW 3.5 GAL. TANK FITS 
MANY LEADING AXLE 
BIKES. 125-250-400 YZ 
YAMAHA — MAICO — 
SUZUKI — HUSKY. SEND 
50c FOR FULL INFO. 


DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE, CA. 92045 


TAKE OUR PROVEN, 
40 LESSON HOME 
STUDY COURSE. 


CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 874-0645. 
IN FLORIDA CALL 
(904) 255-0295. 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD - DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 32014 

Eom — — SEND MORE INFORMATION T0 — Tues 

lones a) eee NE I 
CITY 

e. = == gg e 


DIRT BIKE 


SAN JOSE 


Continued from page 16 


Corky Keener, Rex Beauchamp and 
Gary Scott took the fourth. 

Getting three top riders in a semi 
that qualifies just two for the main 
is always a sheer delight for the 
spectators, but sheer hell for the 
third rider. In this case it was 
Aldana and Roberts over Boody, 
but only by means of a photo finish 
that kept the crowd in suspense for 
several long moments. It was a 
bummer for Ted, number two in 
the series points standings. By 
failing to qualify for the main he 
might well have put himself out of 
the #1 race. 

And finally, THE MILE. 

The main was classic San Jose 
from start to finish. Corky Keener, 
Gene Romero and Gary Scott 
moved immediately out into the 
front, but the bulk of the pack stuck 
right with them. It took a couple of 
laps for Scott to climb into the lead, 
but it was short-lived as Steve 
Eklund pulled out of mid-pack to 
take it for himself. 

From turn to turn the pack was in 
a constant state of movement and 
rearrangement, like some giant 
amoeba flowing over itself as it 
moved. 

Suddenly it was Kidd who came 
by in first, with Eklund, Scott and 
now АК апа and Roberts close 
behind. 

Roberts was diving deeper, 
pitching harder than any of them, 
and as he pulled past second, and 
into first, it began to look like he 
just might do it all with sheer 
determination. 

Kidd immediately reeled him 
back in and, locked in a desperate 
duel, the two began pulling away. 


Please turn page 


“The Quickor kit is outstanding in quality — it is infact, the best looking, 
best engineered that we've acquired in sometime. It is refreshing to 
discover a firm that places quality ahead of pinching pennies. And yet, 
the Quickor VanPak is priced lower than you can buy individual com- 
ponents to build your own system.” 

Cycle News — Jan. 19, 77 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


13920 S.W. T.V. Hwy. — Dept. D 4 S 
Beaverton, OR 97005 а. 


(503) 646-8600 ЧЛ 


JANUARY 1978 


MORE POWER FOR RMI25Bs 


MOTO-X FOX now has available to you the same pipe PAT RICHTER used 
on the 125 National Championship Circuit. Pat was Top American at the 
125 U.S. Grand Prix with this pipe, and FRANK STACY in his first 
MOTO-X FOX sponsored ride took 3rd American placing. This pipe not 

only sets new standards, it works! 
334-1730... 52 e $84.95 


Also available, 34mm Mikuni Carb Kit for RM 
125B, with extra jets included. 


834-0001 ............... $39.95 
"Expert" porting for RM125 B 
300-0001. Se O a $90.00 


California residents add sales tax. 


MOTO-X FOX 


520 McGLINCY LANE, 
CAMPBELL, CALIF. 95008 
(408) 371-1221 


“GOLDEN SPECTRO 
IS UNQUESTIONABLY 


THE BEST PRE-MIX 
OIL AVAILABLE TODAY" 


SPECTRO OF CALIFORNIA 
BOX 1154 
PLACENTIA, CA 92670 


INTERCONTINENTAL LUBRICANTS 


BOX 208 
BROOKFIELD, СТ 06804 


Hey guys, 


llivein 1 | | |  . ,andlcan'tget 
town or city 


my local dealer, 


dealer name and address 


Please get these guys on the ball! 


Send to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, Calif. 91436 
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WANT ALL THE FACTS 
BEFORE YOU BUY... 
GET : 


AUTO RE- 


Cover-to-cover, 


PORTS is packed with indis- 
pensable facts, fundamentals, 
exclusives, photos and the most 
informative up-to-the-minute in- 
formation on the WHOLE auto- 
motive industry! 


COMPLETE ROAD TESTS of 
some of the world's most exciting 
automobiles. 

PREVIEWS of Detroit's 
model lineups. 

SPECIAL FEATURES on sub- 
jects ranging from handling dealer 
warranty problems to investiga- 
tive reports on alternate power 
sources. 


AUTO REPORTS is the only 
magazine written and edited 
exclusively for the automo- 
tive consumer. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


new 


AUTO REPORTS 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 


6 ISSUES — $5.00 Lucae 
(Please enclose check or money 
order) 

Canadian subscriptions add 
$1.00 additional postage and 
handling. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


In spots Kenny's Yamaha actually 
seemed to be outpulling Mike's 
Lawwill-prepared Harley. 

Then, just as Eklund was moving 
up to join the battling twosome, 
Kenny got into some serious 
tank-slappers and dropped back 
several places. He continued to get 
squirrelly in subsequent turns, and 
his charge lost its fierce momentum. 

With Roberts gone, Kidd was 
alone in front for a couple of laps. 
Suddenly, Hank Scott was on his 
tail. The next lap it was Aksland, 
who momentarily took the lead 
before Kidd recovered it. And 
Springsteen was pressing not far 
behind. 

Finally the 25th lap. "He wholeads 
into the final lap doth not a winner 
make," say the San Jose soothsayers. 

And so it was. Right after Kidd 
took the white flag, he got sideways 
in Turn One, letting both Hank 
Scott and Aksland by. Aksland 
slingshotted Scott coming out of 
Turn Two and led down the back 
straight. 

Kidd tried to recover his position, 
but in the attempt got sideways 
again in Turn Three, this time 
letting Springsteen slip by. Soott 
tried to slingshot Aksland back out 
of Turn Four, but Skip's bike had 
the edge, handing him the win and 
his first-ever Grand National 
victory. 

The checkered flag froze the race 
at seemingly as arbitrary a moment 
as was possible. If it had fallen on 
any one of the other laps, the results 
would have been vastly different. 


Yet, that is what race strategy is 
built around. Thats why total 
concentration and control are indis- 
pensible elements for the riders. 
And that is, after all, what makes 
up a mile. 


EPILOGUE 

We trudged back to the pits, 
hoarse from shouting and knowing 
that we'd just experienced another 
classic. 

As Aksland, Scott and Springsteen 
climbed onto the trophy platform 
not far away, amid the deafening 
cheers of the standing crowd, Mike 
Kidd sat on a gas can, alone in his 
pits, somberly staring into blank 
space, needing time to accept the 
difficult fate of his last lap. 

Kenny Roberts walked into the 
camp. "Hey, you guys want to stop 
over at my place later for a little 
party?" 

"Hey, that's too bad about what 
happened to you," Pora, one of 
Mike's mechanics, said. “You needed 
the points." 

Kenny looked over without 
expression. “If I had a nickel for 
every time I needed points . . ." 

That, too, is The Mile. 


[ SAN JOSE MILE 

September 25, 1977 
1; Skip.-Aksland (CA). « «ern H-D 
2. Hank- соон =a k ers sue ete eS H-D 
3. Jay Springsteen (MI) ................. H-D 
A. Mike Kidd (TX). «x « «metum es H-D 
b:iGary СООН) os Ne eee us H-D 
6. Steve Eklund (CA). + esas з г тугел: H-D 
4-Gorky/Keener (MI) nre tte vtero к H-D 
8. Rex Beauchamp (МІ) ................. H-D 
9-1 Garth Brow (MI) «s» 39 wwe еке, H-D 
10: Alex: Jorgensen (CA)... из ишу кзы AS Nor 
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EON of San Francisco 
23 San Bruno Ave. 
Brisbane, CA. 94005 
(415) 467-5100 


T-2 has successfully completed the entire 3 part 
sequence of BIA engine tests at the ratios to earn 
it the 100:1 rating, and is the only lubricant ever to do so. 
CUSTOMER BENEFITS: 
Easier Starting 
Cleaner Engine Operation 
Less Exhaust Smoking 


EON T -2. 


Synthesized 2 Cycle Engine Oil 


BIA Certified for Service TC-W 


More Power 

Less Plug Fouling 
Easier Fuel-Oil Mixing 
Longer Engine Life 


Now T-2 is packaged in the handy new "Pillow Pac". 
Stops all the guess work in mixing and is handier to 
carry and store on trips. 
BEST OF ALL — You can try T-2 for FREE 
COUPON GOOD FOR 1 "PILLOW РАС” 
Dealer Inquiry ONLY 
EON Coastal 
P.O. Box 1064 
Pacific Grove, CA. 93950 
(408) 649-8738 


Offer good Jan. 1 thru Jan. 31, 1978 


EON Synthetic Oil N.W. 
6927 Mill Ct. S.E. 
Olympia, Wash. 

(206) 491-3861 
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SKATEBOARD WORLD 
12 Issues — $7.50 
Regular — $9.00 


Pipes, Vertical 
pirouettes, slides & 


SOCCER CORNER 
8 Issues — $5.50 
Regular — $6.50 
The Action, color & 
pageantry of Soccer. 


WOMAN GOLFER 


12 Issues — $7.50 ж e 2 
Regular — $9.00 KON 2 
The perfect gift for the wows 
WOMAN GOLFER in T mx 
your life. 


MOTOCROSS ACTION 
12 Issues — $7.50 
Regular — $9.00 


The thrills & spills of 


more. 
CHOPPERS га о. Ó- EP J віс BIKE 
12 Issues — $7.50 SN < баш. > wi 12 Issues — $7.50 


Regular — $9.00 


The “chic” magazine V^ 
for the custom cycle. V 


Regular — $9.00 


A must magazine for 
street bike riders. 


VAN WORLD 
12 Issues — $8.00 
Regular — $10.00 
Famed for its coverage 
of in-depth vanning. 


AUTO REPORTS 
6 Issues — $4.00 
Regular — $5.00 £773 
The only consumer 
automotive book in 
town. 


Your choice of a One Year subscription to any one, or all, of these dynamic 
magazines at a Special Holiday Savings... 
2596 OFF THE NEWSSTAND PRICE 


Give Someone You Like 
Something they'll like all Year Long. 
Simply complete the coupon below. If we have 
not provided enough coupons, please use a plain 
sheet of paper and include the name, address and zip code 
of the person to whom the subscription should be sent. 
(This offer expires on December 31, 1977) 
Please enclose a check or money order with each subscription ordered. 
Canadian subscriptions add $1.00 per year postage and handling, on each 

order, other foreign add $2.00 per year, on each order. 


DAISY/HI-TORQUE PUBLISHING COMPANY Please print 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 NAME OF MAGAZINE(s) SELECTED: 


GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


DAISY/HI-TORQUE PUBLISHING COMPANY PEN 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 NAME OF MAGAZINEIS) SELECTED. 
GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 
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Your name To 
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DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 


NOW AVAILABLE! 
THE 1978 


DIRT BIKE 


12 FULL COLOR 
ACTION POSTERS 
In their own inimitable, trick 
way, the editors of DIRT BIKE 


have really done it!! Order yours 


вагу . . . give опе to a friend. 
= ONLY $1.50. 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316. Enclose $1.50 plus 50 cents 
postage & handling for each calendar ordered. Make checks payable to 


Hi-Torque Publications. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


You've 


ZIP 


Around 


At long last, thanks їо Shoei engineers, the end of the heavy, 
full-face, off-road helmet is here! Enter the Shoei ZX. The 
helmet that meets Snell 75 and D.O:T. requirements, features 
a full vision cut, and weighs (and get this) а mere 

43 ounces! Finally, a helmet built to the specifi- 

cations you've been asking for all along. 

The Shoei ZX. Built light because you've 


weighted too long. 


Showing the way. : 


7 Ann Pontius Ave. - 


For phone orders contact: 
Los Angeles, CA - 90025 


(213) 477-6051 


LASSIFIE 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for $2.00. 25c 
each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Minimum 
$10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 words. 
No invoicing; payment must accompany orders, 
including firms on account with display 
advertising. No commissions, frequency rates 
or discounts. Ads accepted on the condition 
that advertiser agrees to refund readers’ money 
promptly if shipment is delayed and reader 
requests refund, or if merchandise is returned in 
good condition in reasonable period of time). 
Display style ads permitted in classified section 
at display advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 317, Encino, 
California 91316. 


DIRT TRACK. Everything for the racer. Champion 
frames, fiberglass, Barnes wheels, brakes, Sun 
WM-4 rims, much more. Send 50 cents for brochure. 
H.J. PRODUCTS, 2215 Mishawaka Ave., South 
Bend, Indiana 46615; (219) 289-3077. 


CYLINDER SERVICE CENTER special: port 
matching —  $35/cylinder. Free custom porting 
information. Write Dept. DB, P.O. Box 293, 
Bridgeport, West Virginia 26330. 


BIKERS, you should have our free catalog of 
lightweight sleeping bags, tents and camping gear. 
Dept. 6, West Fork, Inc., Lakefield, Minnesota 
56150. 


ENVELOPE ADDRESSING. Prompt, efficient 
service. Rates are: $13.00 per thousand 0 cents for 
each piece stuffed. If interested send materials to: 
ALAN SEGER, 11818 Kruse Rd., Petersburg, 
Michigan 49270. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY, Earn $12,500.00 in as 
little as five months (guaranteed)! Use only an $8.50 
overall investment (including information sent to 
you), that's all Send $2.50 to... ROCHELL 
FAMBRO, 4048 Field, Detroit, Michigan 48214. 


ыы HONDA 2: 
Ух PARTS ‘RUS = 


* Parts & Accessories e Save Up to 50% 

e Unlimited Quantities e We Stock Obsolete & 
Hard-To-Get Parts e Same Day Worldwide Service 
* Dealer Wholesale Inquiries Invited 
Send $1.00 For Complete Catalog 


PARTS 'R' US 
Box 2575, Muhlenberg Station Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


WIN MOBILE г 


with . ENGINEERING . ` 


ENDURO CALCULATORS 


o PEC I with Late Minutes $129.50 

o EP | Pacer $79.50 

(Include $2.50 for postage on PEC | & EP I) 
о Battery Eliminator $13.50 

о Chain Oiler $8.95 


Mobile Engineering 
606 El Cerro Drive 
Е! Sobrante, Ca. 94803 
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Independent News Co., Inc., is pleased to announce 
a Retail Display Plan available to all retailers 
interested in earning a display allowance on DIRT 
BIKE Magazine and who purchase the magazines 
from suppliers other than Independent News Co., 
Inc. To obtain details and a copy of the formal 
contract, please write to Director, Retail Sales 
Division, Independent News Co., Inc., 75 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York, NY 10019. Under the display 
plan’ in consideration of your acceptance and 
fulfillment of the terms of the formal contract to be 
sent to you upon your request, you will receive a 
display allowance of ten percent of the cover price 
per copy sold by you. This plan will become effective 
with all issues of DIRT BIKE delivered to you 
subsequent to the date your written acceptance of 
the formal Independent News Co., Inc., retail 
agreement is received and accepted by our company. 


PARTS & SERVICE:FOR: 


KTM/PENTON - BING 
DKW/SACHS/ROKON 


Shipped anywhere by: ROTORCYCLE 
1173 No. Maclay, San Fernando, Ca. 91340 
Telephone: (213) 365-1919 


Learn at Home...Be a 


< MOTORCYCLE 


` MECHANIC 


Now's the time to "graba 
piece of the action" in America's 
* fast-growing motorcycle industry. 
Big demand for skilled mechanics. 
Earn steady pay—or start 
your own business. We 
TOOLS & TEST show you how! No need to 
INTRUMENTS quit school or job. Learn 
at home in spare time. RUSH 

INCLUDED... | COUPON FOR FREE INFORMATION 


r Careers by Home Study 


I 

1 NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 

ї „2500 Campus Dr., Dept. EFOB7 Newport Beach, СА 92663 
Rush FREE information on how ! can learn to be a motor- 

L cycle mechanic for only a few dollars a month. 
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JANUARY 1978 


SKATEBOARD 


All the excitement of side- 
walk surfing from around the 
corner and around the world. 
. . . Wheelies, Kick-flips, pool 
and bowl riding; tips from the 
pros, people, places, full 


coverage of competition, plus 
much, much more. 


It’s Hot! 


SKATEBOARD WORLD 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 | 
12 issues — $9.00 


(Please enclose check or money order) Canadian 
subscriptions add $1.00 additional postage and | 


handling. Other foreign subscriptions add $2.00. 
Name 
Address 


City 


NOW AVAILABLE 


THE ALL NEW 
1978 _ 


KG 


BUYERS GUIDE 


•600 BIG ENTRIES 


*A complete roundup of all available 1978 dirt 


models 


• The compendium of motorcycle facts for the 
consumer! Handlebars, lubricants, wearing 
apparel, machines, gears, and much,:much more. 


DON'T MISS ALL THE DIRT FOR 1978. 
ORDER TODAY while the supply lasts. 


ONLY $2.00 Plus 50 cents postage and 
handling for each copy ordered. Make checks 
payable to HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS. 


DIRT BIKE BUYERS' GUIDE 


P.O.BOX 317 Encino, CA 91316 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


DB8-1 


e Zp 


CRASH AND BURN — 


We'll pay you $10 if your photo is published. Send your shots to Crash and Burn, DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316. 
We also pay for any photos published in the Crash and Burn Specials each year. 


ы S Tier n. УС 


DB test rider Bill Sherman does it for dough in front of the Lou Grant TV series cameras. That's a TT500 disguised as a 
police bike. Everything was going according to schedule until he missed his landing pad and tumbled down the 45-foot, 
rock-strewn slope. Heal fast, Bill. 
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and back. 


From Baja to Czechoslovakia, thru heat, head bearings, Curnutt shocks, new 
sand, rocks, dust and mud, Husky has kick starter lever, 3 gallon gas tank 
beaten them all. Gold Medals in the and a power-producing exhaust sys- 
ISDT and Overall wins in every major tem that is 86db quiet, the knowledge 
off-road race in the world have led gained from 11 World Champion- 
to the development of the NEW ship Titles has created the OR 
250 & 390 OFF ROAD series. With Huskys. 

features such as a new cylinder After all... if you're going thru 
design (250 OR), Mikuni carbure- hell, you certainly deserve to 
tors, Timken tapered steering come back...a winner! 


Husqvarna p 


11 World Championship Titles 


Husqvarna Motorcycle Co., Inc. e 4925 Mercury St. e San Diego, California 92111 


ER "i was first tested 6 vears ago at ihe in 
. ment, testing and dozens of changes. TT odaka 
The um SL is isa mE bike an is ft de 


“power, good ‘| 


The new Hodaka Dirt ан 801 is. үш pian fun. F 


Check your dealer 
for more information 
and availability. 


Pabatco, Box 327 
Athena; OR. 97813 


